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DETACHMENT. 


accompliſh their Marches, Ambuſcades, 


j 


0 


MAJOR GENERAL 


H OW aA R D, 


Colonel of His Ma JESTY'S Third 
Regiment of Foot, 


SIR! 


T HE Tumult of a Camp i is no great 
Friend to Reflection; and a Library 
of Books is neither to be conveyed with 
the Baggage of a Regiment, nor depo- 
ſited in a Tent: Nevertheleſs, a Mind 
long diſuſed to Inactivity, will look round 
for Employment, even in the Field; and, 
like the Bee, will fix upon a Flower 
from which little is to be extracted, rather 
than languiſh in Idlenefs. His Majeſty's 
Service, or more properly, the Gaſconade 
of his Enemy, having called me from a 

_ 7 Work 


iv ' DEDICATION. 
Work of more Importance, I began the 
Tranſlation, for which J now take the 
Liberty to aſk your Patronage, principally 
with a deſign to begulle the leiſure Hours 
which are naturally abundant in the tedious 
Sameneſs of an inactive Campaign. When 
I had finiſhed the Work; I began to have 
an higher Opinion of its Merit than I had 
at firſt conceived ; and concluded, that 
it might, be no-unacceptable] Book to many 
of my Brother-officers, eſpecially thoſe in 
the light Troops, as-I "do not remember 
to have before ſeen any thing of the . 

in any Language. 


Tux Buſineſs of a Partifan has been 
generally thought ſo- extreamly irregular, 
that the French Writers upon military 
Subjects, have never attempted to reduce 
it to any kind of - Syſtem ; which, how- 
ever, this Author has, in ſome degree, 
effected. He has, at leaſt, diſcovered to 
us what we are to expect | from the Par- 
tifans of our Enemy: This it moſt cer- 
tainly Concerns us to know. The better 

we 


we are acquainted with their general Prin- 
eiples of Action, the greater will be our 
chance to fruſtrate their mmer and to 
l them in * on — 


How: viding; — this little Volume 
i pp to you; Sir, Who are ſo well 
verſed in military Literature, I cannot 
help flattering myſelf that you will think 
the Subject intereſting, as the petit guerre 
may not improperly be deemed a kind of 
miniature Portrait of the great Art of War. 
The ſame Deceptions, Manguvres, and 
Stratagems, are frequently uſed by the | 
Commander of a Party, and by the Get e- 
ral of an Army; the Writer therefore 
who inſtructs the former, may poſſibly be 
: found not unworthy the Peruſal of the 
latter. 


* ever 10 Original, Gould fall into 
your Hands, you will find, that I have 
not endeavoured-at a verbal Tranſlation of 
my Author. He confeſſes himſelf to be 
no * Writer, and indeed his Book 

44 . 
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i DEDICATION. 


is a ſufficient Proof of the ingenuity of 


his Confeffion ; for it is extreamly incor- 


rect, and very improperly pointed. I was 


therefore frequently obliged to differ wide- 
ly from the Original in the connexion and 
diſtribution of my Periods ; but I believe 


that 1 have, throughout the Whole, faith 
fully expreſſed his Sentiments. WE: 


| NoTwrTfHsTANDING my own Opinion 
as to the Utility of this Work, I am ſtil} 


convinced that I ought to apologize for 
deſiring you to patronize ſo inſignificant a 


Performance; but as it was written whilſt 
T had the honour to be under your Com- 
mand, to whom could I preſent my La- 
bour, little as it was, with ſo much Pro- 
priety as to yourſelf. ne 


Ax Author of the laſt Age would have 
gloried in an Opportunity of writing a De- 
dication to a HowaRD, as the Name 


would have afforded him ample field to 


expatiate on the Virtues recorded of your 
Anceſtors; but the preſent Generation 


are 


DEDICATION, vi 
are of Opinion, that a Man derives no 
Merit from the Deeds of others; and that 
therefore, this kind of reflected Panegyrick 
is too impotent to give Pleaſure to a wiſe 
Man. As to yourſelf, Sir, you will not 
riſe or fall one jot in the Eſtimation of 
the World, by the Words of a Dedication. 


Your own: Actions muſt form the Index 
which will point to your degree of Merit, 


both to the preſent and to future Ages, in 
the Annals of our n 2550 


* rroVLD. be fri to 0 4 

capable of flattering any Man living, 
though my Fortune were ever ſo imme- 
diately dependant on his Will; and 1 ſhall 
never expect your intereſt in my Favour, 
ſo long as you can recollect another, more 
deſerving your Recommendation, than 


| myſelf, 


Vou will, I hope Sir, excuſe my not 


ſubſcribing my Name to this publick ' | 


Addreſs. You are well acquainted with 
Mankind, and muſt therefore frequently 
A 4 have 


vii DEDICATTON. 

have obſetved, that in being known a 
acquire a few Admirers,” hut he will o 
tainly diminiſh the number uf his Friends, 
particularly among thoſe of his Profeſſion. 
There is nothing which Men are leſs in- 
clined to pardon, than an Attempt, in one 
of their oeẽn Rank, . way des 

| dee, above _ 1 ioc! 
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* were fooliſh to a ladigerenee 
for the Succeſs of this Tranſlation. If 
you are not diſpleaſed with it, I ſhall 
make no doubt of its meeting with a 
favourable Reception from all thoſe n 
. 1 eo Won 
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Your e ever obedient 


0 
711 


Warely Camp. and humble Servant, 
Cat. 17, 1759. 
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en The Aur, 1055 b. 

TR | 11 te 
P R E F A C E. 
T HE Work which is Yay offered 

to the Publick, does not, 1. am con- 
vinced, deſerve the Title of a perfect 
Treatiſe. Being little acquainted with 
Stile and the Art of writing, I do not 
aſpire at the Name of Author ; not do I 
expect that this little Eſſay "thould be 
ranked among the Works of thoſe, who 
in their Syſtems of the military Art, have, 
befides their own Experience, had the 
additional advantage of Theory and Elo- 
quence. Let it alſo be remembered, that 
I am writing in a foreign Language, and 
that I have no ſource of Reflection far 
the painful Service of Twenty-four Cam- 
paigns in Hungary, Silefia, Italy, Turkey, 
44494 1 Germany 
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* PREFACE. 


Germany, Flanders, and laſt of all in Weft- 


phalia. Such hath been my Employment 


ever ſince, I was a Boy, and as I have 
always belonged to the light Troops, it is 
eaſy to conceive that I muſt have ſeen and 
ſuffered every thing requiſite to give me 


a competent Knowledge of the Subject 


which is treated in the following Pages. 


1 have ſerved under many excellent 


Commanders from whoſe Actions it may 


be ſuppoſed, I have gathered much In- 


ſtruction; but I have always remarked, 


that each General proceeds by different 
Maxims and is actuated br eee pe- 
eullar to birnſelf. Fc 


"Terr is YER £ variable as: the 
Art of War: for though our ancient 
military Writers may have eſtabliſhed 
many excellent and indiſputable Maxims, 
yet, were they now living, they would 


be obliged to conſeſs that ſeveral of their 
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PRE FACE. = 
Tank are alſo a great number of 
valuable Books, upon theſe Subjedts,. of 
more recent Dates: yet I muſt beg leave 


to ſay that they cannot be. implicitly fol- 
lowed without great Danger. 'This Truth 


0 has been fatally experienced in ſome of 


our late Campaigns. How many of our 

Officers, with their Troops and Baggage, 

have been ſurpriſed, notwithſtanding the 
Precautions Wine * theſe Authors? 


1+ is 0 no means my Del gu to cri- 
ticiſe the Works of Men of ſuperior 
Ability. Many of them have given great 
Proofs of their. Genius and Undetſtand- 
ing, and therefore deſerve the general 
Approbation with which they are ho- 
noured,- They have thrown very ſtrik- 
ing Lights on ſeveral. intricate Parts of 
the Art of War, which they have in- 
velligted. with Feat Skill and Perſpĩ · 


1 PRETEND n to 0 more 


than to avall . of chat Liberty Which 
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PREFACE 
is due to every Man who communicates 
his Obſervations on the Syſtem and Prac- 


tice of the preſent Times, without dero- 


gating GE wy _— or former nes 


As my Deſign is no other r briefly 


to inſtruct a Partiſan in the eſſentials of 


his Duty, 1 have paſſed over ſeveral Par- 
ticulars, which might feem to deſerve 
Attention, either becauſe they were not 
immediately connected with my Subject, 
or on account of _— having been Uready 
minutely diſcuſſed. ae ad 


How Vadis Weber 0 this Work " 
appear, I doubt /not but the Reader will 
find it a ſufficient Guide in his way to 
military Glory : for, in deſcribing the 
7 4 0 and moſt eventful Occupations 


the Country or the Enemy, hom 9 i 
Ambuſcade or Surpriſe, conducting a 
Retreat. Ge. 1 have ſaid enough, in 
general, to enable a Reader, of a full 

4 | Ima- 
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'P R E F A C E. Xili 
Imagination, to invent, and diſcover every 


other Reſource, that may ariſe; from the 
ps of Circumſtances. AT 


x Tn ERE: is another Adrintage which 
the Reader will find in this Eflay : I mean 
the Plans that are here added to facilitate 
the intelligence of the Diſpoſitions and 
Movements neceſſary to the Succels of 
Marches, Reconnoitrings, Surpriſes, 
buſcades and Retreats. Every judicious 
Officer will eaſiy conceive the Utility of 
theſe Deſigns, as ke will remark, that by 
their Aſſiſtance, it is poſſible, with a 
; fingle glance of the Eye, to diſcover the 
moſt important Theory of this Art, and 
to form a competent Idea of the manner 
in which it is to be reduced to Practice. 


To Sw the Criticiſm * thoſe who 
might accuſe this little Volume of In- 
ſufficiency, I cannot conclude without 
repeating, that I did not deſign to write a 
compleat Treatiſe, but a flight Introduc- 
tion to the Maneuvres of a Partiſan ac- 
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xli_- PREFACE 

is due to every Man who communicates 
his Obſervations on the Syſtem and Prac- 
tice of the preſent Times, without dero- 
gating torn wy Mer of former Writs 


As my Defign is no other than briefly 
to inſtruct a Partiſan in the eſſentials of 
his Duty, I have paſſed over ſeveral Par- 
tizulars, which might ſeem to deſerve 
Attention, either becauſe they were not 
immediately connected with my Subject, 
or on account of their r been Oey 
minutely diſcuſſed. * 


low conciſe ſoever this Work may 
appear, I doubt not but the Reader will 
find it a ſufficient Guide in his way to 
military Glory: for, in deſcribing the 
principal and moſt eventful Occupations 
of a Partifan, ſuch as ſecret Marches; 
taking poſſeſſion of Poſts, reconnoitring 
the Country or the Enemy, Attacks by 
Ambuſcade or Surpriſe, conducting A 
Retreat. Sc. 1 have ſaid enough, in 
general, to enable a Reader, of a fruitful 
4 Ilma- 


PREFACE. xili 


Imagination to invent, and diſcover every 
other Reſource that may ariſe: from the 
nE of Oircumſtances | 


a Turk is another Advantage which 
the Reader will find in this Effay : I mean 
the Plans that are here added to facilitate 
the intelligence of the Diſpoſitions and 
Movements neceflary to the Succeſs of 
Marches, Reconnoitrings, Surpriſes, Am- 
buſcades and Retreats. Every judicious 
Officer will eaſily conceive the Utility of 
theſe Deſigns, as he will remark, that by 
their Aſſiſtance, it is poſſible, with a 
s ſingle glance of the Eye, to diſcover the 
moſt important Theory of this Art, and 
to form a competent Idea of the manner 
in which it is to be reduced to Practice. 


To prevent the Criticiſm of thoſe who 
might accuſe this little Volume of In- 
ſufficiency, I cannot conclude without 
repeating, that I did not deſign to write a 
compleat Treatiſe, but a ſlight Introduc- 
tion to the Maneuvres of a Partiſan ac- 
I nn. 


xiv „ 
cording to the Alterations that have been 
introduced by the genius of the preſent 
Age. Theſe Alterations will be ſufficient- 
ly apparent by the difference of my Diſ- 
poſitions from thoſe that haye written be- 
fore me; the manner of forming my 
Corps; the choice of my Recruits and 
their Arms; the arrangement of advanced 
Guards, and their order of March; my 
Directions for attacking in Ambiſcddes, 
and other Surpriſ es: as well as erw e 
of forming a ſecure Retreat, 1 


| Ares all, 1 ſhall think myſelf ex- 
| treamly Are if having thus explained 

| my Intention, and the nature of my Work, 
the Purity of the firſt ſhall be thought in 

| any degree to compenſate for the Defects 
of the latter. 
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PA K is AN, iu ah hst Gant 
4 . dot upon Party, with the com- 
mand of a Body of, Troops 
tached from the main Army; which 
Troops have no other Appellation than 
N of the ae s Conrs. vet 
T Güldenen confits of a Body of light 
Troops, from One hundred to Two thou- 
ſand Men, ſeparated from the Grand Army 


to ſecure its March, to protect the Camp, 
a 1 to 


-». 


2 The PARTISAN. - 

to reconnoitre the Country or the Enemy ; 
to ſarprize-their-Poſts, or their Convoys; 
to form Ambuſcades; and, in ſhort, to 


put in Practice every Stratagem that may 
barraſs or diſturb them. 


Ar is evident that the Alice of this 
Corps, though perhaps the leaſt regarded, 


is the moſt fatiguing, the moſt dangerous, 
and the moſt extenſive. A very little Re- 


flection will ſuffice to convince us, that a 
Partiſan who expects to be ſucceſsful, 
ſhould command, at leaſt, a Thouſand 
Men ; without which he will never be 
able toſſuſtain the fatigue of a whole Cam- 
paign, and to ſeize thoſe: important Op- 
PO __ will n offer. 


Am . this, Cape 
ſhould be compoſed of Infantry, Dragoons, 
and Huſſars: For we have frequently 
found that by uniting the two laſt they 
have, through Emulation, been mutually 
excited to Deeds of wonderful intrepidity. 


IT 


The PARTIS AN. 3 
Ir being inconteſtibly certain that, | 
have the maſt, Employment; it ſhould 
conſequently. be moſt: numerous: In a 
body of a Thouſand Men, therefore, Six 
hundred of them ſhould be mounted and 
the reſt on foot. I would form them 
inte Eighteen Troops or Companies; viz. 
Six of wat dix of ons and 
Six of Hufes. 


Eacn ES of Hr ſhould 
hort one Captain, one Lieutenant, and 
one Sub. lieutenant; two Setjeants, and 
Sixty-five. private Men, comprehending 
four Cotporals, two rn and 


one Drum. 


| Eacn Troop. of Cayalry ſhould have 
one Captain, one Lieutenant, one Sub- 
lieutenant, one Men and Fifty 
private Men, including fix Corporals, and 
one Trumpet. To theſe muſt be added 
ten Pioneers for the whole. ae 
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4 The PARTISAN. 
I will de highly adviſable that the 
Commander of theſe Troops ſhould no- 
minate his own Officers, chuſing ſuch as 
are of known Ability, regardleſs of every 
Conſideration but He" ai om of tlie 
A Aft 20 TEN 11> £9 261401 
| 300! en offy 

In order to eſtabliſh" this Corps pow 
ſolid and reſpectable Foundation, it will be 


abſolutely neceſſary to maintain the ſtrict- 
eſt ſubordination, from the Commander i in 


Chief, down to the private Soldier; and 
| that bye "moſt 4 os arts the 


GW TE +4 


Vigitance, Patience, and Attention; 


T6180, Ie N. 
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IT is Ane BY Troops deſtined 
for the moſt important Employment 
ſhould be fo frequently ſuffered to neglect 
their Duty, and to run into Exceſſes 
which are ſhocking to Humanity ; without 
the leaſt Care being taken to reform 
Abuſes fo prejudicial to'the Glory and In- 
tereſt of Princes! a my 


4. i) : Wir 


The PART IS AN. 5 
Wirn regard to ſuch Corps as are 
formed of Detachments from different 
Regiments, as they are deſigned only for 
immediate Purpoſes, their Numbers and 
Quality are regulated according to the 
Circumſtances of the ＋ 2 2575 upon 
which * e g 
1 1 Ak 80 nothing further to this 
Chapter, except to inforce the neceſſity 
of a Partifan's being indulged in the 
Choice of the Officers and Troops 
which he is to command. It will be a 
great means of preventing many Difficul- 
ties, Contradictions, and Dangers, which 
may ariſe from Jealouſy or Diffidence in 
thoſe with whom he is unacquainted. 
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ParTISAN. 


T* HERE is no military Employment 
that requires more extraordinary 
Talents than that of a Partiſan, I ſhall 
mention thoſe only which I think moſt 
1 as well natural as . 


Hs ſhould be bleded with an ungi⸗ 
nation fruitful in Projects, Stratagems and 
Reſources: A penetrating Mind, capable 
of combining inſtantly, every Circum- 
ſtance of an Action; a Heart that cannot 
| ſhrink at the appearance cf Danger; a 
Countenance ſo ſtedfaſt and afſured, as 
not to diſcover the leaſt ſign of Confuſion 
or Diſquietude ; a Memory ſo happy as 
never to miſtake the Names of Perſons or 
Things ; a Diſpoſition ſo indefatigable and 
alert as to give life to every Part, and to 

”_ Action; an Eye ſo quick and ſtrong 
as 


The PARTISAN. 


— 
as to perceive in a moment every Defect, 
Advamage, Obſtacle, or Danger that 
may atiſe; ſuch, Sentiments 38 10 inſpire. 
Reſpect, Confidence, and Attachment 
be e * * Corps. Anf 


Wir HOUT theſe Qualifications, it will 
be impoſſible for him to ſucceed in this 
Art. In vain may he flatter himſelf, by 
Labour and good Fortune, to become; 
famous. in his Profeſſion. Reaſon and 
Experience oppoſe this Preſumption- 
Notwithſtanding his Valour and Excel- 
tence. in other Virtues, his Houbur will 
nn fall to the W 


Bxslors al this, that he 8 be able | 


to converſe with People: of all Nations, 
a Partiſan ſhould underſtand Latin, Ger- 
man, and French. He ſhould moreover 
be perfectly acquainted with the Service 
particularly that of light Troops, both of 
the Army to which he- belongs, and of 
the Enemy: He muſt be pofſeffed of a 
yk accurate Map of the Theatre of War, 

_ + - which 


8 The PARTISAN. 
which he muſt ſtudy and examine with 
the utmoſt attention. He will find it 
highly advantageous to entertain in 10 
Service a good Geographer, capable of de- 
ſigning, upon the Spot, the Routs of 
Armies, their Camps, and every Place 
that he may have ne, to revonnontre. 
+ Hi ſhould the no 3 to , pro- 
vide himſelf with faithful and intelligent 
Spies, that he may be always acquainted 
with the Marches of the Enemy, their 
Strength, their Deſigns, and Poſition. 
Such Diſcoyeries as theſe will always 
enable him to be of infinite ſervice to his 
General; will contribute greatly to the 
fafety of the whole Army; as alſo to the 
ſupport, good fa d en, 90 * 
own vo. | Lat H! 


ns 1s Ukemiſe 4h * His ee 
and Honour, that he ſhould have a Secre- 
tary to keep an exact Journal. of his 
Tranſactions. It will contain, not only a 
| copy of all. the Orders that he ſhall re; 


inf ff 2 ceive 
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ceive and iſſue out, but alſo an aceount of 
all his Actions and Marches, that he may 
be always able to juſtify his Conduct againſt 
the attacks of Pique or Envy, to which a 
Partiſan is frequently expoſed. 


— 


5 Commander of a exc boy his Con- | 
duct ſhould be, in every r irre- 

proachable,: always confidering. hinlelf'4s | 
the Father of a Family Thus he may 
expect to be beloved and obeyed with 
— ane A t NN 14 
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* e is TRAY more [ollaryrnnlt 
than for a-Partiſan to be, in the leaſt de- 
gree, attached to Women, Wine, or 
Wealth: The firſt will make him neglect 
his Duty, and will frequently expoſe him 
to Treachery and Deſtruction ; the ſecond 
is the cauſe of perilous Indiſcretions, and 
always draws down Contempt; the.third 
leads the way to Crimes without Nanda 5 
and 1 my our * tp re 
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other Qualities relative to each particular 
Part; but they will be ſufficiently ob- 
ſervable in the continuation of this Work. 


nere. 
% * * * # 
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CHAP. III. 


of the choice of Recrwits ; I of their 
Sennen _ ee BY 


ANKIND ate divided in their 

Sentiments concerning the proper 

Size of a Soldier, nor are they more agreed 

as to the form of his eee. I and the 
nature of his Arms. 


"IG one endeavoured, as well for 
Infantry, as Cavalry, to procure the talleſt 
Men they could poſſibly find, imagining 
their Height to be an indication of their 
Strength, which is moſt likely to carry 
them through the Fatigues to which a 
Partifan muſt neceſſarily be expoſed. 


THERE 
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Turxkx are others who, for the fame 
bervice, chuſe to have their Infantry of a 
moderate Size, namely, about Five Foot, 
and their Cavalry Five Foot Five Inches. 
Mr. de Grand-Maiſon, in his Traite de a 
Petite Guerre is of this Opinion. I am 
not in the leaſt ſurpriaed at it, ſince it 
correſponds exactly with the ſize of his 
own Perſon. A Man of Five Foot, ſays 
he, ſquare built, is ſtronger and more 
able to bear Fatigue than one that is 
much taller, and conſequently much litter 
_ a Foot Soldier. 


2 is no doubt that a Man ah 2 
moderate Size may poſlibly be more Ro- 
buſt than another of Five Foot Eight 
Inches; but in this Caſe we are to judge 
from the generality of Men, and not from 
any particular Subject. Every one knows 
n one dn * no Summer. 


n hi us eaſt eur Eyes 3 
the King of Praſſia. Are not his Regi- 

ann, which are intirely unacquainted 
2111 with 
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with Eaſe or Idleneſs, compoſed of the 
talleſt Men in Europe? Do we find any 
other Troops more 6; pv of Fatigue 
_ nne n 1 


WE is very bermin, that Men of bel 
Stature are not to be rejected. For Horſe- 
men, I think, they are rather preferable; 
but our Infantry ſhould conſiſt of the 
talleſt Men we can meet with: As 
their Legs are longer, they will naturally 
make longer Paces when expedition is re- 
quired; and, in an Action, they will 
pierce wah greater exe, and more cer- 
tainty. 


Ir % my opinion therefore, that every 
Foot Soldier, for this Service, ſhould 
meaſure, at leaſt, Five Foot Six Inches 
(Royal Standard) and that Men of ;@ 
larger Size ſnould by no means be rejected; | 
but it is highly neceſſary that they ſhould 
be perfectly well Limbed, not too Fat, 
and without any ee e Wwhat- 


ſoever. au iv „ BH 
Tur 
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Tur Horſemen belonging to a Partiſan, 
as well as all other light Horſe-men, 

ſhould be of a leſs Stature; for if we 
expect to ſee our Cavalry alert, and capable 
of moving with the Rapidity that is re- 
quired, it is evident that the Horſe ought 
not to be overloaded with a Rider; who, 
being too tall, will not” only retard the 
Animal by his Weight, but will himſelf 
be leſs capable of remaining "firm _ | 
_ e _ Saddle. MRI EL. 


YL 


A tio is alſo vo ealy to conceive, thab bi 
we over-weight our Horſes, they will 
never be able to ſuſtain the continued 
labour and harraſſing to which our Dra- 
goons and Huſſars are infallibly expoſed: 
beſides, the heavier the Rider, the ſooner 
the Horſe will gall under the Saddle. For 
theſe Reaſons, a Boy of five Foot, or 
'five Foot two Inches, is much the fitteſt 
_ Hi eee e pg en oben 20 

1 HE Recruits for our — 28 4001 
as 5 ſhould be from Twenty to 


ach Thirty- 


is i 


_ — 
— HG 
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4 — tn Tt Lg KK 


— — 


14 The PARTISAN. 

Thirty-five Years odd. Men of this Age 
are eaſily met with every where. Young 
Men are generally deſirous to ſerve in this 
kind of War. I have even known ſome 


of them bribe the — COS 0 
inliſt than.” f 


e n 275 oh — of 


| Men of all Nations; but the native French 


and the Liegeois, deſerve the Preferenee 
on account of their natural Inclination. 
But it is neceſſary that your Cavalry con- 


ſiſt, as much as poſſible, of Hungarians 


and Germans; who, being naturally fond 
of Horſes, are endowed with particular 
Talents for feeding and managing them 
with wonderful Propriety, which other 
Nations do not n. n — _ 


; moan | 


"Tas Joathing of Light Troop hold 
be made as commodious and light as 
poſſible. The -preſent manner of the 
Pruſſians, in their Foot-uniforms as well 

a8 enen is in my cating the beſt in 
| the 
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the World. During the Winter, they 
have an Under-waiſtcoat of ſtrong Serge, 
double-breaſted, My Huſſars I would 
cloath like thoſe of the Queen of Hungary. 
There is no fear of their ſuffering much 
by Cold, ſo long as they are in no want 
of Proviſions: 1 mean, Bread, Meat, and 
Brandy; for I would ve. er all 
nn Fruit. 22 


A for their as I know.of N : 
lefs inconvenient For the foot Soldier, be- 
fides his Muſlet and Bayonet, than a light 
ſhort Sabre. I would add two Hatchets, 
1 * mann to each Company. 


of ode of * with which 
ue German Dragoons in general are 
armed, I would have Sabres, bent like 
thoſe of the Huſſars; for, though I am 
not ignorant that the Stroke of a Broad- 
ſword is much more effectual, yet I am 
convinced, upon the whole, that the 
Sabre is infinitely more advantageous; and 
I dare ſay it will be equally evident to 


every 
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every one who will but conſider tlie 
Form of both. The Horſe being in full 


gallop to attack, the Rider who is atm d 


with a Broad - word, carries the Point of 
it towards the Enemy, whom he endei- 
vours to pierce, and, if he ſueceeds, muſt 


unavoidably ſtop to diſingage himſelf, and 


by that means, loſe the mamentum he had 
acquired: whilſt on the other hand, n 
Dragoon who ſhould be armed with a 
Sabre, would, in the ſame Time; with- 
out ſtopping, by ſlaſhing at the Enemy, 
have wounded two or three of them; 
and, though not mortally, they would be 
ſufficiently diſabled for the preſent: which 
is all that the Intereſt or Honour of our 
Sovereign requires. It is alſo well known 
that it is much eaſier to cut with a curved 
Weapon, Sabre, or Scimiter, than with 
a ſtrait one; and it is for this Reaſon; no 
doubt, that the oriental Cavalry, which 
are allowed to be the beſt in the World, 


make uſe of no other. 


- 7 : © ® 
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CHA P. IV. 
of the Choice of Horſes, and their 


1 Furniture. 


PH HE Meera, Turkiſh, - artarian, 

Poliſh, Norman, Navarre, We e/ipha- 
lian, Damſh, Enghſh, and Spaniſh 
Horſes, are all fit for this kind of Service; 
but the two laſt are the leaſt capable of 
_ Hardſhip and Fatigue. All white Horſes, 
Stone-horſes, Mares, and Mules, muſt be 
abſolutely excluded; for a conſpicuous 
Object, or the neighing of a Horſe has 
frequently been known to fruſtrate an - 
Enterprize. 8 


2 Evzxy'Horſe ſhould be, atleaſt, ring 
fix Years old ; for, till that Age, they are 
by no means able to ſtand a ſevere Cam- 


Pater? 


BEFORE we dane a Horſe, i it is ert 


Micyyes to obſerve that he carries his 
if op * 


a 
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Head in good place; that it be pro- 
portionably ſmall; his Eyes elear, lively, 
not too large nor too little, nor ſunk into 
his Head; his. Noftrils open: The Tar- 
tars frequently ſlit them to facilitate his 
Breathing. It is an eaſy Operation. 


Wr muſt alfo take notice that his Cheſt 
be not too ſtrait; that his Legs be fine and 
muſcular, and that they move without 
croſſing, otherwiſe he will be apt to 
ſtumble. His Foot muſt be round and 
well hollowed, and his Hoof not ſtrait 
or pinch d. His Fore- hand long, his 
Shoulder well ſet, and his Back ſhort and 


horizontal, He ſhould not exceed fifteen 
Hands in height. 


Wir regard, to Furniture, I prefer 
the Hungarian o any other, that I. haye | 
ſen. Their, Saddles are made of dry 
Wood well jointed. They are not only 
the lighteſt, but the leaſt apt to gall the 

Horſe's: back, unleſs it is-through the un- 
-{kilfulneſs. of the Rider, or his careleſneſs 
ba in 
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in placing his Cloth beneath the Saddle. 
Before he ſaddles, he ſhould take care 
that his Cloth be well ſhook, and that it 
retain not the leaſt duſt or ditt. He muſt 
then fold it, like a Napkin, of ſuch a 
ſize as juſt to exceed the Saddle, on all 
ſides, about two Inches: the Fold towards 
the Tail of the * 


Was xx the bane angie us to tis 
our Horſes ſaddled Day and Night, each 
Horſe-man ſhould infallibly take ſome 
Opportunity, at leaft once a Day, to un- 
ſaddle and turn his Cloth: It will be a 
great relief to his Beaſt, and prevent his 


galling. 


Ax Officer of Cavalry cannot poffibly 
be too ſtrict in obſerving that the Men 
ate punctually attentive to their Horſes, 
and that they are perfectly well acquaint- 
ed with the Manner of feeding and dreſ- 
fing them Dn - 


95.977! 


Drier 235688 
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Har, Straw, and Oats, are their com- 
mon Food; but too much Hay is by no 
means good for them: Where freſh: 
Wheat - ſtraw i to be had, ep 18 er eee 
better. ; 


Wurx a Horſe becomes poor thro' 
fatigue, the beſt Method of reſtoring him, 


"is to bleed him, and to give him Bran 


mixt up with Water, two or three times 5 
a Day. | 


_ DurinG the Campaign, you are to 


keep your Horfes at hard meat as much 


as poſſible; they will be too 


weak for Buſineſs. 


of 1 


In order to have your Horſes properly 


dreſſed, they ſhould be curried till the 
Comb brings not the leaſt duſt along with 


it. They muſt then be well bruſh'd, 
particularly about the Mane, the Tail, 
and the Legs. The Skin of the Back 
being the moſt tender, the Curry-comb 
7 e 
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muſt be there gently uſed, and your 
1 lo much the more. 


, f 1 


I $88ALL not Pe? theo Reader any 
1 with minute Particulars concern- 
ing the cleanlineſs of the Furniture and 
the Stable. Theſe things are univerſally 
known, and underſtood, by every Officer 
of Gal; in all Nations. 


' WI 98 


* 


= CHAP: v. 
N. Exerciſe and Diſcipline. j 


PH E Exerciſe and Diſcipline of Troops 
is the firſt, and moſt eſſential part of 
the Art of Wat, and which therefore 
principally excites the Attention of every 
martial Prince. It is this Exerciſe and 
Diſcipline which forms both Men and 
Horſes for the Evolutions neceffary i in the 
day of Battle. It is that which poliſheth 
ay the ruſt of ſimple Nature, and diſin- 
gages every part of the Body from its natural 
Aukwardneſs and Ruſticity; By this, we 

CY acquire - 


— 
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acquire that gracefulneſs and uniformity. of 
Motion which captivates and ſurprizes the 
Spectator. Nor is there any thing of 
which the Conſequences are more inter- 
eſting, as well in War as in time of 
Peace: For on this depends the Honour, 
Merit, Beauty, Ne 01 and Succeſs of 


our erin 85 


Wu a — is — n+ 
and diſciplin'd, Order and Regularity is 
maintained with the greateſt facility : the 

Soul of the Commander extends through 

every Member: His Prudence, his Cou- 
rage, his Ability, is viſible in every In- 
dividual, and his Power is raiſed to its 
greateſt poſſible Height. _ 


On the contrary, when Exerciſe and 
Diſcipline have been neglected, nothing 
| but Confuſion is to be looked for, which, 
in ſpite of all Command, muſt continually 
increaſe: the Deſigns of the ableſt Ge- 
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WW neal will fell to the Ground, and a total 
f __— muſt be the fatal Conſequence, 
not- 
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notwithſtanding the moſt N ap: 46 
dity of his Troops. . | 


Fon es Reaſons, — "hay it is the | 
indiſpenſible Duty of every Officer, to 
take. ſpecial Care that his Recruits are 
properly exerciſed as ſoon as they Join 
their Corps. The Dragoons. Nas be 
firſt taught the Foot-exerciſe. They muſt 
be particularly inſtructed how to march; 
the Body erect; Arms cloſe preſſed to the 
Sides; Head well raiſed, _ and thrown 
back, that they may look forward with 
the greater caſe. 


Ir were entirely uſeleſs to expatiate 

here on the Words of Command and 
particular Movements of the Exerciſe. 
Each Nation has its own peculiar Maxims 
and Cuſtoms, which are ſufficiently known 
to their reſpective Officers. It ts not my 
Deſign to criticiſe on the uneſſential diffe- 
rence between one and the other, nor to 
enlarge my Volume with things that are 
Ee every where. 
ä C 4 , I CAN= 
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I cannoT-avoid ſignifying my Appro- 
bation of the excellent Method taken by 
ſome of our moſt judicious Colonels; 
who, to compleat both Officers and-Sol- 
diers, order each Captain ſeparately to 
exerciſe his Company in their Preſence. 
The Captain makes his Subalterns fre- 
quently do the ſame. - This Method will 

be found greatly to accelerate the Perfec- 
tion of every Corps where it is practiſed ; 
it- being very certain that Regularity and 
Method are no leſs required in the Com- 
mond than in the Execution; as well as, 
that every Officer ſhould not be ignorant 
in any part of the Soldier's Duty : without 
this, your _ can never be ang 
diſciplin d. 


As ſoon a your Cavalier is well verſed 
in the Foot Exerciſe, he muſt be taught 
to mount his Horſe, to ſit ſtreight, firm, 
and in the exact Center of his Saddle. 
The Colonel ſhould be careful to obſerve 
that each particular Man be inſtructed 
wan the fame Principles: : He ſhould 


HAD 1 3 likewiſe 
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| likewiſe be always ready to ſnatch every 
peaceable Moment to repeat the uſual 
Exerciſe, leſt any part of it 2 un- 
11 e de bee gr 


WI x regard to the Horſes themſelves, 
it behoves every Officer to uſe all his In- 
duſtry and Pee; for he will find it 
no eaſy Taſk to bring them to a perfect 
Knowledge of all they are to perform. 
The © beſt Method of proceeding that 1 
know is this. Firſt, let them be taught 
to walk, then to trot, and then to gallop. 
After this, it is neceſſary to practiſe them 
in leaping, and ſwimming. They muſt 
alſo be accuſtomed to all the glitter and 
din of War: and for this Purpoſe, let 
them hear the Drum and Trumpet, the 
noiſe of Fire-arms, &c. immediately be- 
fore they are fed. By this means it will, 
in general, be found no difficult matter 
to reconcile them to the terrible Sounds 
and Appearances of War: but if, after 
repeated Experiments, any one Horſe 
ſhould * retain his Fear or Obſtinacy, 


„ it 
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it is always adviſable to caſt him at once, 
rather than riſk the Conſequences, which 
are ſometimes fatal. * 


ALL Officers, as well at Exerciſe as on 
the Parade, ſhould be remarkably atten- 
tive to the Poſition and Dreſs of every 
Soldier : For it is the Officer who muſt 
anſwer for every Defect of hat kind ſo- 
ever that may appear when he comes upon 
Duty. Let him firſt take notice, whether 
their Arms are clean and in perfect Order; 
their Regimentals without Hole or Rent; 
their Hair comb'd, and properly done up; 
their Sabres and Stirrups uniformly hung; 
and, in ſhort, that every thing is, in all 
Reſpects, exactly as it ought to be. 
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Of Subor dination 


Ewan Man in tho Army an that 

by Subordination, we mean an implicit 
Obedience to the Commands of our Su- 
periors, and a concatinary Dependance on 


each other, from the private Soldier _ 4 
to the General. 


W have ſeen, i in a former Chapter of 
this Work, that Subordination ſhould ex- 
tend the Spirit of the Chief to every 
Member: this ſingle Idea, which is eaſily 
conceived, is alone ſufficient to give us a 
juſt comprehenſion of its Importance. 
Without Subordination it is impoſſible 
that any Corps can be governed and ſup- 
ported ; that Order can be bed} or 
** ne executed. 


Iv . it is s this Sabendlagcn which 
is the very Life and Soul of the Army, 
| gives 
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gives Effect to ne and Merit to 
Obedieneg ©. 5 


Bur if it gives Authorityto our Superiors, 

we muſt not forget that they are likewiſe 
'reſponſable for all Conſequences ; and that 
if it reduces the inferior Members of the 
Army, it ſecures them alſo from Re- 
proach: inſomuch that in all ſucceſleſs 
Enterprizes, the blame of Miſconduct 


falls ſolely on the Commander: Obe 
dience pray the reſt, 


. 
» e 


Tuat Suborinadch: any be property 
ſupported, an exact Conformity i is abſo- 
lutely necellary, as well in thoſe" who 
Command, as in thoſe whoſe place it is 
to Obey. The Commiſſion with which 
an Officer is honoured! by his Sovereign, 
is a ſufficient Authority for him to main- 
obſcurity of Birth, nor any want of per- 
ſonal Accompliſhments, can be a reaſon- 
able Exception. His Power is the more 
ſolid, as it is not only founded on the 

5 Will 
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Will of his Sovereign, but ſupported by 
his whole Authority: it is therefore the 
higheſt IT to be ee it. 


Tue Words of an Aid-de-Camp, the 
movement of the Colours, the ſound: of 
Trumpets, and the beat of Drums, are 
ſo many Echoes, which explain and ex- 
tend the Orders of ſupreme Authority, 
to which every Inferior owes an imme- 
diate Submiſſion, even without the delay 
of a Moment. He muſt be Attentive, 
without Diffidence; Reſpectful, without 


Murmuring ; Implicit, without Reply; 


Zealous, without Reſerve, and Conſtant; 
without Wavering. Such an entire Obe- 
dience is the natural fruit of our Confi- 
dence in, and Reſpect and Affection for 
our Commander: It is therefore highly 


important for every Officer to endeavour | 


to inſpire his People with ſuch Sentiments, 
by an affable Behaviour to each of them, 
and a conſtant Attention to their Ne- 


idee. 8 «wy ; : ; 14 R 9 | by ' 5 * 79 ) 
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Ax yet, notwithſtanding all the Ne- 
ceſſity and Advantages of Subordination, 
regardleſs of the Merit and wiſe Conduct 
of ſuperior Officers, we find it frequently 
violatec by Selfiſhneſs, Ambition, or 
Fear; particularly in the Corps of a Par- 
tiſan, continually engaged in hazardous 
Enterprizes under the Command, perhaps, 
of a Man of Abilities, though a Soldier 
of Fortune. It frequently happens, that 
all his Merit and Authority ſhall be in- 
capable of reſtraining the Pride of certain 
noble Adventurers, who have no idea of 
Diſtinction, fave that which is derived 
from Birth. It is theſe dangerous Cha- 
racters; theſe jealous, turbulent, Spirits; 
theſe vain ſarcaſtic Minds, which a Su- 
perior ſhould obſerve with the utmoſt 
Circumſpection, that he may tatne their 
Arrogance, and prevent their Mutiny, by 
means that his Prudence will ſuggeſt, on 
his Command authorize. 


* Collitaiinder ſhould — by 
fair Promiſes, and kind Words, to coun 


TT tenance 
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tenance the Diffident ; to exalt their 


Hopes; to inſpire them with Courage, and 
to ſtrengthen their Valour; but he ſhould 
alſotake eſpecial care to diſcourage all man- 
ner of Diſhoneſty, Libertiniſm, and De- 
bauchery, not only by Threatenings, but 
he will find it neceſſary to make Examples, 
by ae the an Guilty. 


L e will eben more to the 
Fernen of a Corps than the choice 
of a good Chaplain, who is univerſally 
known to be a Man of Worth and Pro- 
bity, and who, by his Preaching and 
Example, is capable of inſpiring the Men 
with ſolid Sentiments of Religion, which 
is the only true Foundation of milicury 
Honour: Such a Perſon will have it in 

his Power to become a principal Inſtru- 
ment towards . maintaining a proper Har- 


mony and Regularity throughout the 
WOW: - 


Turns is one principal Enemy to the 
Shbordination and Obedience of an Army, 
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or Corps, which ought, by all means, to 
be guarded againſt; I mean the Impa- 
tience, nay often Brutality, of command- 
ing Officers. They ſhould conſider that 
every commiſſioned Officer is by his 
Sovereign confeſſed to be a Gentleman, 
and has therefore a Right to be reſpected 
as ſuch. It. is alſo no leſs neceſſary, that 
a ſuperior Officer ſhould be equally 
careful to avoid the oppoſite Extream; I 
mean, too'condeſcending a familiarity in 
matters relative to the Service: for that 
may be productive of fatal Conſequences, 
by inſenſibly undermining the Authority, 
without which no Army can © poſſibly 
exiſt. A Partiſan, whoſe Corps is gene- 
rally detach'd from. the main Army, 
ſhould. endeavour at all Times to conduct 
himſelf in ſuch a manner as to ſteer clear 
of theſe oppoſite Extreams. o t 


* 
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B * — Marches, are —— — och 
as are made without the Knowledge 
of the Enemy, with a Deſign to recon- 
noitre their Poſition, ſurpriſe, their Camp, 
or, for ſome other Purpoſe, to traverſe 
their Country. It is on this Service eſpe 
cially that a Commander ſtands in need 
of all his Sagacity and Penetration, to 
ſecure his Succeſs, and preyent his 720 
diſcovered or betray d. 
N we begin our Arch w. 
ſhould take care to have undoubted Favor. 
mation concerning all the different Roads, | 
Situation of the Enemy's Poſts to be a- 
voided, and the nature of the Country 
through w. which we are to . 
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For till greater ſecurity, I would ad- 
viſe the commanding Officer to procure 
a Plan of the circumjacent Country, by 


the Means which the Reader will find 
explained in the tenth. Chapter, of Sur- 
priſes, Plan III. He will alſo find it ne- 
ceſſary to take along with him one or two 
fafe and intelſtgent Guides. The ſame 


tenth Chapter will likewife inſtruct him 
in what manner he may be enabled to 


judge of their Capabity, ant conſequently 
| how beſt to determine in His Choice. To 
many of theſe People is frequently dan 
gerous: the more they are i Number; 
the more eaſy will it be for ſome of them 
to eſcape to the Enemy, v who being a. 
prized of your Intention, it may natura 

be ſuppoſed, will fruſtrate u * 


| peine. 


„ * 
1 & 


ALL FIG. 3 really for the eh 
let your Van-guard A, Plan, I. be or- 
dered to proceed: It ſhould be compoſed 
intirely of Cavalry. I am not 4 little 
ſurprized, that all the various Authors 
. é | who 
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who have treated of this part of the-Art 
Military, bave given ſo little Attention to 
this moſt eſſential Point. Many of them 
diſregard it intitely; and the reſt, not 
conſidering ſufficiently the Buſineſs of this 
advanced Party, make it to conſiſt of In- 
fantry only. Nevertheleſs; if they would 
but conſult the ordinary Occurrences that 
happen on a ſecret March, their Reaſon 


would convince them, — 
as n tn PS ang * 
07 namohofti rin, 1 
WH THER they are to ſecure ebw 
its who might diſcover your Rout, ar t 
attack the advanced Guard of the Enes 
my, whom, by chance, you may Ren- 
counter on the Road, and afterwards res 
tarti to give notice of theit Approach, it 
is Inconteſtible that they will have greatly 
the Advantage over a body of Infantey iu 
the ſame Situation; the latter being en! 
tirely incapable of giving Notice to the 
main Body time enough for them to put 
aber in a proper. ane to en- 
ee. e e $23. DOR eee 
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Fox the ſame Reaſons, in the Night, 


your advanced Guard ſhould be double 
the Number to what it is in the Day-time. 


In an open Country it may be advanced 


to any Diſtance, provided it remains in 


Gght of the main Body ; but in cloſe 


Roads it ſhould not, during the Night, 


be advanced above fifty Paces. 


Tux Van-guard will likewiſe: order a 
Non-commiſtioned Officer, B. with fix 
Light-horſemen to march about fifty 
Paces in the front of the Whole, divided 
into three diſtin& Parties; one in the 
Centre B. and the other two C. C. on 


each ſide of the Road. The Buſineſs of 


theſe ſmall Parties, is carefully and in 
ſilence, to explore every Copſe or Cover, 
and to be particularly attentive that there 
be no body of Men lald flat upon the 
Gtound, or concealed behind the der, 
or in the Nizphes,. 

1 * Diſtance alſo Fo 2 fiiy Dm. a 
. and ten or twelve Dragoons 


a 
py F | P . 
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D. D. muſt march on each Flank of the 
main Body. If they ſhould fall in with 
the Enemy, be they ever ſo numerous, 
the Serjeant muſt charge them at all 
Events; and, by that means, endeavour 
to retard their Progreſs till the Troops 
have had time to form. 


Eacn of theſe Nanking Parties muſt 
alſo detach two Dragoons, who are like- 
wiſe to march at the diſtance of fifty 
Paces from their Flanks, and to make 
good their Rout as well as the nature of 
the Country will permit. Theſe are 
mark'd E. E. in the Plan. When they 
come at an impaſſable Thicket, or Hill, 
N. N. they muſt divide, and join again 
on the other Side. The moment they 
perceive. the leaſt trace or ſhadow: of 
Troops, approaching or concealed, they 
muſt communicate their Suſpicions to the 
Commander, by paſſing the Word from 
one to another, 


9 3 i 
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Tur advanced Guard ſhould march 
flow, leſt the Rear ſhould. be obliged to 
gallop. The rear Guard H. as it is chiefly 
intended to prevent the ſtragling of your 
own Men, needs not be very ſtrong. 


BorH . Quarter-maſters and Officers 
ſhould take care to keep the Men awake; 
for the irregular Motion of a Rider aſleep 
will gall the Back of his Horſe imme- 
diately, which alone is ſufficient to re- 
tard your March. No one muſt be al- 


lowed to ſmoak Tobacco, or to ſpeak a 


Aingle Word: When they have occaſion 


to cough or ſpit, they muſt be ordered to 
put a Handkerchief to their Mouths, and 


not to make the leaſt Noiſe. 


Ir your Command is ſufficiently nu- 
merous, it will be beſt to march the 
Cavalry by Squadrons, and the Infantry 
by Platoons. They muſt alternately ſuc- 
ceed each other, ſo that each Platoon 
F. F. F. will march in the Front of each 


Squadron 
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Squadron G. G. G. By this Diſpoſition, 
| you will not only keep an equal pace 
upon - the March ; but, on any ſudden 


Alarm, may be inſtantly formed for 
Action, as we ſhall ſee anon. 


WHEN the advanced Guard perceives 
any Troops of the Enemy at a Diſtance, 
whether by Night or Day, they are to ſend 
notice of it to the Commander ; but not 
by any means to purſue them, . leſt they 
fall into an Ambuſcade; unleſs it ſhould 
happen to be a very open Country, where 
Ambuſcades are impracticable. But if it 
ſhould ſo happen that they fall in with 
the Enemy at once without the leaſt pre- 
vious Notice, as may be the caſe in the 
crofling of two Roads; in ſuch a caſe, I 
ſay, the advanced Guard muſt, without 
heſitation, charge with all poſſible fury. 
They will in all probability ſucceed, be 


their Opponents Horſe or Foot, provided 


they loſe no time in deliberation. If on 
the contrary, your Van-guard ſhould pre- 


EY retreat, it is ten to one but 
D 4 | * 
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they throw the whole Body into dif- 
order. 


As ſoon as the Commander ſhall ſee 
the Van-guard engaged, he will order 
his Infantry to face to the. Right or Left, 
whichſoever may be beſt to oppoſe the 
Cavalry of the Enemy. He will then 
march them out of the Road and form 
them, as may be ſeen by the Letters 
L. L. L. or, if in the Day-time, on the 
neighbouring Height M. The whole 
muſt front towards the Road, where the 
Cavalry remain in their order of March, 
and endeavour to conceal themſelves till 
the Moment they are to attack. In the 
mean time the firſt Squadron muſt ad- 
vance to ſuſtain'the advanced Guard. If 
the Enemy ſhould return to the Charge, 
and ſeem determined to diſpute your Paſ- 
ſage, your Cavalry muſt feign a Retreat, 
till they have drawn the Enemy oppoſite | 
to your Infantry, who by firing upon 
them in Flank, will in all Probability 
ſoon put them to rout. Your Cavalry 

wil 
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will face about at the ſame Inſtant, and, 
as ſoon as the Firing ceaſes, purſue them 
full gallop; which muſt infallibly com- 
pleat their Deſtruction. 8 


Tis prudent, upon theſe Marches, to 
avoid, as much as poſſible, all Villages, 
Gentlemens Seats, and Farm-houſes, eſpe- 
cially if you march in the Night, leſt 
you ſhould be diſcovered by the barking 
of Dogs, or by the Peaſants, who may 
apprize the Enemy of your Approach. 
It is eaſy to conceive, that in the Day- 
time, you are to ſhun all great Roads and 
open Plains in traverſing an n 
Country. 


Ir you find it impoſſible to avoid paſ- 
ſing through a Village, you are to march 
in cloſe Order, with as many File in 
Front as the whole Space between the 
Houſes will contain, and to move for- 
ward as quick as you can: By this means 
you will, in a great meaſure, conceal 
you Numbers, Two or three Officers 


2 | 
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ſhould continue in the Rear till the Whole 
have paſſed. No Man, upon any ac- 
count whatſoever, muſt be ſuffered to 
| Nop or quit the Ranks, though it were 
but for a Moment. The ſame Precaution 
is neceſſary at the end of every Road 
which croſſes that in which you are 
marching. 


Ar the approach of any Incloſure, 
Farm, Wood, Cope, Sc. the whole muſt 
halt till it has been carefully reconnoitred 
nor ſhould you then paſs without Cir- 
cumſpection and Order. 


AFTER paſſing a Bridge, Defile, or 
Ford, the advanced Guard ſhould be 
drawn up at the diſtance of a hundred 
Paces till the whole have paſſed, and have 
again reſumed their order of March. 


Tux Ancients, we are told, made uſe 
of Dogs to diſcover the Ambuſcades of 
the Enemy ; -but, for my part, I ſhould 
be ſo far from depending on ſuch Spies, 
| — 


\ 
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that I would not ſuffer one of them to be 
kept by any of my Corps. Nothing can 
be more dangerous. It is more probable 
that they will diſcover you to the Enemy 
than the Enemy to you. | 
f 
Ir is always adviſeable to retain the 
ſame Guides that marched out with you. 
If there ſhould, during the March, be a 
neceſſity for another, the Quarter-maſter 
muſt be ordered to ſecure one as ſetretly 
as poffible, and conduct him from the 
Village by ſome winding Road, that the 
Peaſants may not know which way you 
are marching. Every Perſon, whether 
Traveller or Peaſant, who is ſeen to have 
obſerved your Rout, muſt be obliged to 
march along with you, and not, on any 
account, ſuffered to eſcape. 


Wren your Troops want Refreſhment 
in the Day-time, you are to halt in a 
Wood, and during the Night in the open 
Field ; but never near a Houſe, or in a 
Village, if it can be avoided, You muſt 

3 oblige 
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oblige the . Country People to fetch any 


thing you may want from ſome neigh- 
bouring Place; but they muſt deliver 


what they bring at fo great a diſtance as 
not to be able to form any Judgment of 


your Strength or Quality. 


 Dvxins your Halt, you ought not to 
be ſparing of your Centries. Six of your 
light Horſe muſt always be mounted and 
ready to fetch in every Perſon that may 
come within fight of your Troops. When 
theſe Gentry become numerous, it is ne- 
ceſſary to tye them together, and take 
good care that none of them eſcape till 
the Blow is ſtruck. The Officers ſhould 


be attentive that none of the private Men 


are ſuffered to paſs the Centries. If you 
are under a neceſſity of making your Halt 
near to ſome Farm-houſe or Cottage, 
your firſt Buſineſs muſt be to ſurround it, 


and when you proceed on your March, 


you muſt oblige the Farmer to 8⁰ along 
with you, threatening him firſt, in the 
— of his whole Family, with im- 

| mediate 
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mediate Death, if any of them dares to 
ſtir from the Houſe till his Return. 


- Tar Quarter-maſters ſhould» be pro- 
vided with a good number of Nails, and 
every Horſeman muſt havea Peck of Oats, 


— a Horſe-ſhoe, in his Haverſack. 


Tax beſt Seaſon for ſecret Marches is 
the depth of Winter; for, at this time, 
both the Peaſants and their Dogs keep 
within Doors, and the Enemy think mora 
of guarding againſt the Cold, of which 
you that are upon the March are leſs ſuſ- 
ceptible, than of ſecuring themſelves 
againſt any A ee aun e Lines or 
Garriſons. eu | 14 BE * 
7 fy © 3909 ; j os 71 7h 

Ip AY happen to come near is, of 
their Poſts in a ſtony. Road, where the 
noiſe of the Horſes Feet might diſcover 
your approach; the beſt way is to ſpread 
the Dragoons Cloaks, and let the Horſes 
march over them. This Expedient v 
erg of ſervice to me in Ita). 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. VIII. 
Of the' choice of Poſte, and the Pre- 


cautions neceſſary for their Se- 
curity. 


Os Ts, in the le Language, are 
© thoſe Places where any number of 
Troops are lodged ſeparately. from the 
Army, which they are intended to cover 
and ſecure from inſult. Their Situation 
is commonly determined by the Com- 
mander in Chief, unleſs ſome Partiſan 
happens to have gained his Confidence; 
in which caſe, he generally gives 2 
diſcretionary Power to pitch upon ſuch 
Places as ſhall appear to him moſt for the 
good of the Service and the benefit n 
1 ro er 09 2mm 9951 | 


A Dar lab in PR bes of a Pet 
| Mioula previoully examine 'whether it be 
ſo ſituated as to facilitate his Excurſions 

towards 
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towards the Enemy, when he ſhall be 
ordered to reconnoitre their Camp, to 
Wrer or ſurprize them; whether he has 

any, natural Defence 1 in Front or on his 
Flanks, ſuch as Rivulet, Moraſs, or Wood. 
that may be. cafily. cleared; whether be 
will be able to preſerve his Communica- 
tion with the Army, and in caſe, of ne- 
ceſſity, to ſecure his Retreat? x 

Tuzsz Queſtions being arifverd' in the 
Affirmative, he will proceed to take Poſ- 
ſenon in the following manner. The 
Foot ate to continue under Arms in the 
Center of the Place, whilſt the Cavalry 
make the Tour on the out Skirts. The 
Commander, eſcorted by twelve Huſſars, 
will, in the mean time, take a mote ex- 
tenſive Survey of the Country, that he 
may regulate bis Plan of Operation ac- 
cortlingly. It would not be imprudent 
to ſend out, ſtill further, ſmall Detach- 
ments of - Huffars ; they will enable him 
to make his Obſervations with more hs 
fare and * ſecurity. 
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Have now form'd a diſtinct Idea of 


his natural Strength, and alſo of thoſe 


Parts that are moſt expoſed to inſult or 
furpriſe, he will then fix his main Guard, 
as for inſtance at D. Plan II. fronting 
towards the Enemy. He will alſo point 


out the adjacent Heights proper for poſt- 


ing the Videttes E. E. E. E. Their Num- 
ber is determined by Circumſtances and 
Situation. In a cloſe Country not only 
your Videttes muſt be numerous, but all 
your Guards doubled. A non-com- 
miſſioned Officer with eight Dragoons, 
ſhould always be advanced fifty Paces in 
front of the Guard, ready to march upon 
the firſt Signal from any of the Videttes: 1 
See the Letter 3 


Tu IS Had Tra fixed, he will 11 25 


another to be form'd in the center of the 


Village, which is called the ordinary 
Guard, and is compoſed both of Cavalry 
and Infantry. Sentries are to be poſted 
at every Entrance into the Village, and 
Videttes upon all the neighbouring 

Heights, 
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Heights, at ſuch a Diſtance as to ſee each 
other. 


BxksIpEs, it will be neceſſary to mount 
a Piquet before the head Quarters (the 
Commander's Lodgings) which ought to 
| be near the ordinary Guard. During.the 
Day, half the Cavalry of the Piquet muſt 
keep their Horſes bridled and ready to 
mount ; but, if the Enemy is near, they 
muſt continue on Horſe-back. The other 
half may unbridle till the Hour for 
1 | 


3 to the plan which 1 t 
laid down for the Corps under the com- 
mand of a Partiſan, thẽ main Guard may 
conſiſt of a Captain of Cavalry, a Lieu- 
tenant, a Sub-lieutenant, Quarter-maſter, 
and Sixty private Men, including fix Cor- 
porels, a Toney and Farrier. | 


Tur a0 ry Guard ſhould be com- 
poſed of the ſame number of Cavalry as 
the main Guard, with an equal number 


I - of 


—— = _ Ws 
> 22 — - - — 
2 —— — — i at TH — — — *4- 2 — 2 AO 3E — 
2 4 * 2 33 . 


— — 


a A > | , NG 
— — : : * — fer OG ee PI 
— pH — — 5333 S _ N 2 ny — l 
—— bk —— — RE RD R. 


5 Wk oth _ GY Xe, 1 
* 8 . —— 
4 * 


Sentries, are proportionably numerous. 


it will be neceſſary to mount a Guard 


| the Place. 
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of Officers and private Men of the In- 
fantry. 


Tux Piquet is of the ſame ſtrength and 
quality as the ordinary Guard. 

A PARTIS$AN who commands a leſs 
numerous Corps, will provide for his 
Security in proportion to his Abilities. 
He muſt endeavour to poſt himſelf in 
ſome Hamlet, Country-houſe, Farm, or 
Convent : for the more extenſive the place, 


the more fatiguing to the Troops that 


poſſeſs it, as your Guards, Videttes and 


| Ip there ſhould be any Copſe or Cover, 
in the neighbourhood of your Poſt, with- 
out the Circle of your Patroles, that 
might veil the approach of the Enemy, 


there during the Night, more or leſs nu- 
merous according to the importance of 


Tux - 
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Tux Guards and Piquets being mount- 
ed, the Sentries and Videttes properly . 
poſted, and all the out Detachments re- 
turn'd, the next Bufineſs is to barrack your 
Troops in the Gardens contiguous to the 
Commander's Quarters, and by clearing 
away the Hedges and filling up the 
Ditches, to level in your Front, a Space 
ſufficient to contain your whole Force 
when drawn up in order of Battle. 


Ir there are Graneries, they will make 
excellent Stables for your Cavalry ; but 
in caſe there are none, you muſt build 
Sheds for them as well as you can, taking 
care to leave a ſufficient Opening in the 
Front for the whole to iſſue forth in pro- 
per order for charging. 


Tur Officers are to occupy the Houſes 
adjoming to the Barracks; but it will be 
proper for one of a Company or Troop, - 
to remain with the Men Night and Day, 
to prevent their going into the Village 
without leave. 


E 2 "i 
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Tu Commander will indicate to all 
the Troops, the Place of general Rendez- 
vous M. in caſe of Retreat. It ſhould 
be at ſome diſtance from the Village, and 


ſuch as may beſt ſecure his Retreat to the 
main Army. | 


Af the /ſetting of the Sun, the main 
Guard muſt retire within the Poſt, and 
join the Piquet ; one half of the Cavalry 
of which muſt continue on Horſe-back 
till the dawn of Day, when the main 
Guard are to reſume their Station. Sen- 
Sad Tile molt bh denblcdiont 
every Opening, except that in the Front, 
block'd up by a double line of Waggons. 


The Videttes are to be relieved every 
Hour by two Corporals of the ordinary 
Guard. They will march out together, 
but having paſt the poſt A. Plan II. they 
will divide their Command, and wheel 
round to the Right and Left, one relieving 
the Videttes B. B. B. and the other, thoſe 
at C. C. C. which when they have per- 

- | formed 
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formed they are with the relieved Videttes, 
to make a reconnoitring Tour of two or 
three Miles, as you will ſee dotted in the 


Plan. 


einne this, the Captain of the main 
Guard will ſend out double Patroles which 
are conſtantly to march half an Hour 
after the relieving Parties during the 
Night, and to purſue the ſame Rout. 


On the return of each, the Corporals 
muſt report to the Officer of the ordinary 
Guard, and the Patroles to the Captain of 
the main Guard. 6 


Ir is prudent likewiſe, a little before 
the ſetting and riſing of the Sun, to diſ- 


patch a grand Patrole, commanded by an 
Officer, with orders to examine ſcrupu- 
louſly the entire Environs; eſpecially ſuch 
Places as are capable of concealing any 
number of Troops : For theſe probably 
are the Times when the m—_ will at- 


tempt to ſurprize you. | 
E 3 As 
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As Sentries are but Sentries, it is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to repeat to them each 
Particular of their Duty, every time they 
are poſted. No ſmoaking, on any account; 
for the leaſt Spark of Fire in the Night, 
may prove a ſufficient guide to the Enemy. 
They are not to walk above five Paces to 
theRight, and as many to the Left, of their 
Poſt ; nor are they ever to retire under 
cover, let the Weather be what it will. 
They are to ſuffer no Soldier to paſs them; 
on any Pretence whatever : This will pre- 
vent Marauding and Deſertion. 


Tux Videttes are to ſtop all Paſſengers, 
and conduct them to the next Sentry. 
The Sentry muſt paſs the Word for the 
Corporal. who is to go along with them 
to the Commander. If there appears to 
be any number of People, the Vidette is 
to bid them ſtand the moment he perceives 
them; and make them keep their Di- 
ſtance till the Officer ſhall have ſent a 
proper Party to reconnoitre them. If 

the appear to be of the Enemy, he will 
fire his Peice at them, and retire im- 
mediately, w ON 


The PARTIS AN. 55 

On the firſt Alarm, both the main 
Guard and the Picquet are inſtantly. to 
mount their Horſes. They are each of 
them to detach a Subaltern with a Party 
of ſuch as are beſt mounted to meet the 
Enemy. The remainder of the main 
Guard and the Cavalry of the Picquet are 
then, under the Command of their reſpec- 
tive Captains, to march in order to ſup- 
port the firſt Detachments, and repulſe, 
or at leaſt detain, the Enemy till the Com- 
mander ſhall have time to form his little 
Army. If he finds their Force not too 
greatly Superior, he ſhould, without heſita- 
ting a moment, put himſelf at the head of 
his Cavalry only, and charge them with 
all the Vigour and Impetuoſity in his 
power. In the mean time the Infantry 
will have ſufficient leiſure to make an 
advantageous Diſpoſition to ſupport him. 


Wr muſt not here forget a very eſſen- 
tial Circumſtance, namely, that the mo- 
ment the firſt Detachments march off; 
the whole Infantry of the Picquet ſhould 

E 4 retire 
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retire to the place of Rendezvous aflign'd 
in caſe of a Retreat, and ſhould ſpeedily 
be followed by a ftrong Party of Cavalry 
from the main Body. If your Rendezvous 
ſhould happen to be ſo ſituated that. the 
Enemy might poſſibly occupy it before 
you, and by that means, cut off your 
Retreat entirely: To prevent ſuch a 
Diſaſter, it will be neceſſary for the In- 
fantry of the Picquet to keep conſtant 
poſſeſſion of it, together with a Lieute- 
nant and twenty Horſe, to be employ'd 
in Patroles and reconnoitring Parties. 


SHOULD it ſeem that the Enemy are 
greatly ſuperior, and that they are moving 
to ſurround you, the Commander muſt 
fall back his Troops to the place of gene- 
ral Rendezvous, where he is to halt till 
the whole have join'd, and then conduct 
his Retreat in the manner directed in the 
XIIth Chapter of this Book, in which 
the Subject will be more amply diſcuſs'd,, 


For 
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Fox your greater Security in a Poſt 
where you are likely to continue ſome 
time, and where you have reaſon to ex- 
pect frequent viſits from the Enemy, it 
may not be amiſs to cauſe your People, 
with the aſſiſtance of the Peaſants, to 
throw up ſlight Intrenchments in thoſe 
Places that are moſt expoſed, to ſecure 
the Woods by frequent Abbatis (Trees 
cut down) the Fords with Stakes, and 
your Front, by ſinking Pits in the open 
Plain, into which their Cavalry muſt in- 
fallibly plunge if they ſhould attempt a 
Coup de main. If in your Front, or upon 
either of your Flanks, there ſhould hap- 
pen to be à Bridge, as at N. which might 
| facilitate the Approach, and Retreat of 
the Enemy, it mult be inſtantly broken 
down, unleſs you imagine it may be of 
ſervice to you, in which caſe you are to 
| ſecure it by a ſtrong Guard. 


THaT the Commander may form his 
Plan of attack and defence to the greateſt 
Advantage, he ſhould take a very accurate 
Survey 
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Survey of every Avenue to his Poſt, and 
regulate accordingly a Scheme of Ope- 
ration ſuitable to each, whether it be to 
cut off their Retreat, or to take them in 
Flank by ſome blind Road convenient for 
the Purpoſe. He will not fail to inform 
his Officers of his Deſigns, and to hear 
their Opinions, eſpecially of thaſe of 
experienced Abilities. Such Precau- 
tions will be of infinite Service in his 
Attempts to ſurprize the Parties of the 
Enemy which will be ſent to reconnoitre 


his Poſt. 


Ir they ſhould approach you in the 
Night, you are not to attack them upon 
any account whatſoever: for it will be 
impoſſible to judge of their Strength, and 
they are ſuppoſed to be informed of 


OUTS, 


LET no ſuſpected Women come among 
your Troops : their Viſits are dangerous 
on 1 many accounts, as they will not only 

debauch 
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debauch your People, but may give in- 
telligence to the Enemy. 


No Deſerter muſt be ſuffered to re- 
main with you: if any of them come 
over in the Night, let them be detained 
by the Sentries till Day-break, and then 
conducted to the Army. 


Loy are to ſuffer no body of Troops 
whatever to come within your Poſt, un- 
leſs they can produce a proper Paſſport 
from the General, or that you are ac- 
quainted with ſome of their Officers. 
Give no credit to the Parole, nor their 
Uniform; but deſire them politely, yet 
very ſeriouſly, to return by the way they 
came, or otherwiſe that you will treat 
them as Enemies. You are to continue 
under Arms till they have paſſed all your 
Guards. This Conduct will teach other 
Detachments to take proper Precautions 

for their admittance. 


* 
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Tux Officers ſhould be ordered to 
remain as conſtantly as poſſible with their 
reſpective Corps, Troops, and Com- 
panies. Their Hours of Repaſt ſhould 
be ſo contrived, that the private Soldiers 
ſhould never be left entirely without 


Officers. 


It is as neceſſary to be careful of our 
Proviſions in the Field, as if we were at 
Sea. The Officers ſhould be ſatisfied with 
a few Diſhes, and thoſe. of plain, whole- 
ſome, Food. Indulgence of every kind 


has always been an Enemy to military 
Virtue. 


Tux Bed of a Partiſan is the ſame with 
that of his Troops, V!2Z. his Cloak, and a 
little Straw. He muſt never ſtrip but in 
the Day-time, in order to change his 
Linen. It will be adviſable for him to 
riſe frequently during the Night, and 
viſit his Out poſts ; eſpecially in bad Wea- 
ther, for it 1s then that he has moſt reaſon 
to expect an from the Enemy. 
Nothing 
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Nothing encourages a Soldier ſo much as 
the frequent Preſence of his Commander. 


The reſt of his Officers will not fail to 
follow his Example. This I myſelf have 
frequently experienced, to my very great 
Satisfaction, as I found it to have a happy 
Ipllucnce on my whole Corps. 


 DurinG the Campaign of 1757, one 
of our Partiſans wrote to M. de Mazllebozs,. 
that he had ſeized a very advantageous 
Poſt, and had taken every neceſſary Mea- 
ſure to prevent his being ſurprized. It 
happened that I was detach'd the Night 
following, to reconnoitre the Enemy. 
By chance I fell in with this Poſt : but 
how was I aſtoniſh'd, to find every Man 
in the Place, both Officers and private 
Mien, faſt aſleep! It was now dawn of 
Day. I had ſcarce time to awake them 
before the Enemy appear d. Fortunately, 
I was ready to receive them. We amuſed 
them till Noon, when we were joined 
by the Army. | ; 


NoTHING 
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Nori can be more dangerous for 
a Corps than to have an indolent and 
delicate Commander, embarraſſed with 
an uſeleſs train of Domeſticks, ſuper- 
fluous Equipage, Camp- beds, Kitchen- 
furniture, and, in ſhort, every other Ap- 
pendage of Luxury and -Effeminacy. 
Such fine Gentlemen generally paſs their 
whole Time in Bed, or at Table, aban- 
doning the Security of their Poſts folely 
to the Vigilance of their Guards, who, 


not being anſwerable for the Conduct of 


their Commander, moſt certainly neglect 
their Duty, and are cafily furprized. 
e he Plans is d we hear bd 
Complaints, and every one endeavours to 
exculpate himſelf by impeaching another; 
| but the Equity of the General will ſoon 
caſt the whole Reflection upon the Com- 
mander. How many Inſtances of this 
kind does our laſt Campaign in the Elec- 
torate of Hanover afford? How many of 
our Parties were ſurpriaed and taken with 
all their Baggage, which was. ſacrificed, 
through the Negligence or Inexperience 

; " +0 


_ 
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of our Commanders, to the lawdable Vigi- 
lance of our Enemies? *f 36 


A WISE Partiſan is convinced that he 
cannot too attentively, watch every Mo- 
tion of the Enemy, who will frequently 
Alarms with a deſign to throw 
you off your guard, and deceive you into 


will certainly prove fatal. 


I am by no means of the ſame Opinion 
with thaſe who deſpiſe a falſe Alarm, and, 
in order to ſpare their Men, never make 
them ſtand to their Arms till they are 
| aſſured of areal Attack. On the con- 
trary, I think myſelf authoriſed by Ex- 
perience to maintain, that upon the leaſt 
alarm from the Videttes, you ſhould 
beat to arms immediately: And though 
the Troops which are approaching ſhould 
prove to be a Detachment from your own 
Army, the inſtant you are apprized of it, 
you ſhould reconnoitre, receive, or pur- 
80 4 ſue 
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ſue them, with all the Attention that the 
Cuſtom of War requires. 


1.am far from being apprehenſive that 
ſuch Accuracy and Diligence, as I have 
recommended for the ſecurity of a Poſt, 
will prove an unneceſſary Fatigue to your 
Troops: on the contrary, it will con- 
tribute greatly towards. inuring them to 
Hardſhips, augment their Courage; 
Watchfulneſs and Dexterity ; whilſt, on 
the other hand, the - inaQtivity of a Corps 
palls upon the Spirits, and ſoftens 15. 
Heart of the Soldier. 

A 8 who adheres create 
to theſe Maxims, need be under no ap- 
prehenſions of a Surprize. Were he 
even ſituated in the moſt woody and in- 
cloſed Country, it will be impoſſible for the 
Enemy to advance within a quarter of a 
Mile of his Poſt, without his being ap- 
priſed of their Approach, either by the 
Videttes or Patroles. Five Minutes being 
ſufficient time to form, he will have at 
; leaſt 
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leaſt ten Minutes more to conſider what 


Steps are moſt prudent to be taken; 
whether it be adviſable to attack, defend, 


or retreat. 


"Wan a Partiſan eſtabliſhes his Poſt in 
an Enemy's Country, his firſt care muſt 
be to provide for the Subſiſtance of his 
Corps. He will immediately fend ovt - 
Parties, as far forward as poſſible, to 
oblige the principal Villages to ſupply him 
with all the Forage and Proviſions in 
their power; reſerving thoſe that are 
neareſt, particularly that of which he is 
1n poſſeſſion, till the laſt Eremit. 


As it is above all things required, that 
he ſhould ſend conſtant Intelligence of 
all his Proceedings to the General, he 
muſt be very careful to ſecure his Com- 
munication with the Army. 255 


— 


F CHAP. 
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A F. H. 


Precauti ions neceſſary in Recon- 
noitring. 


ECONNOITRING Parties are ſmall 

' Detachments ſent out to bring intel- 
ligence of the Enemy, or of a particular 
Country or Diſtrict : if the firſt, it is to 
obſerve their Poſition, March, or Force; 
but if the Country be the Object, they 
are to give an account of its Roads, Ad- 
vantages, and Embarraſments. Which- 
ever be the Deſign, it is neceſſary for the 
commanding Officer to be accompanied 
by a ſkillful Geographer or Drafts-man; 
who muſt be mounted on one of the very 
beſt Horſes, that, in caſe your Eſcort 
ſhould at any time happen to be diſperſed 
by a ſuperior Force, he may ſtand the 
better chance to eſcape with his Papers 
and his Diſcoveries, 


ALL 
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AL Parties detach'd with a deſign only 
to reconnoitre, ſhould confiſt of twelve 
to twenty Men at moſt. No Officer, of 
what Rank ſoever, can object to the in- 
ſignificance of the Command. Though 
he marches with a ſmall Number, the 
Expedition is of the laſt Importance to 
the Service, and frequently of infinite 
Advantage to his Prince. If he is ſuc- 
ceſsful, he cannot have a ſtronger Recom- 
mendation to his General, as there is no 
Duty which requires 'more Fortitude and 
Abilities. 


I» is Elbeetbent that your Succeſs de- 
pends entirely on your Intention being 
kept ſecret, and that unleſs you can con- 
ceal your march from the Enemy, you 
may as well continue in your Camp. 
Now there is nothing plainer than that 
you have a better chance to eſcape their 
Obſervation with a ſmall Detachment than 
with a large one. 
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As theſe Parties are to march as expe- 
ditiouſly as poſſible, it is generally adviſable 
to compoſe them entirely of Cavalry; 
unleſs your Object is at a conſiderable 
Diſtance: in that caſe you may augment 
the Party with thirty Foot, who are to 
continue in ſome place of Ambuſcade 
about half way on the Road, where the 
Cavalry will leave the Proviſion they may 
have made for their Refreſhment. 


As to the | "SEL Tock to be taken upon 
the March, I muſt refer the Reader to 
Chap. VII. with this difference only, that 
your flanking Parties are to conſiſt of no 
more than two private Men, who are 
always to keep the commanding Officer 


in ſight. 


| Tux Partiſan, who is detached in the 
front of an Army, ſhould have his In- 
ſtructions in writing. He will ſo regulate 
his March as'to reach the Place, where 

he is to begin his Obſervations, about 
break of Day, Whenever he is obliged 
| to 


The PARTISAN. - "bg 


to halt, his Troops muſt front towards 
the Enemy; and, if there is any high 
Ground near the Place, he will detach a 
Corporal with two private Men, to take 
a View of the Country in the mean Time. 
When he comes near the Enemy's Camp, 
he muſt not, 'on any account, haſt i in or 
near a Village. 8 


Tu Particulars.” of which the Officer 
as well as the Geographer, are to take 
1 pecial Notice, are Hills, Vallies, Woods, 
Lakes, Moraſſes, Rivers, Rivulets, Fords, 
Bridges, Roads, Boundaries, difficult and 
dangerous Paſſes, Bye-ways, Meadows, 
Fields, Heaths, Diſtance and Strength of * 
Caſtles, Villages, Farm-houſes and Mills ; 
alſo to whom the S_ belongs, and 


what it A. 


m9 


Tu ur moment you are diſcovered by 
the Enemy, though you might not have 
finiſhed your Obſervations, you muſt 
aſſemble your Troops and rejoin your In- 


fantry, which we are to ſuppoſe were left 
FI „„ in 
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in a Wood, or in ſome other Place ſecure 
from the Enemy's Cavalry, After having 
taken a little Refreſhment, you will re- 
turn to compleat your Remarks, If you 
are obliged to retreat as far as your Poſt, 
it will be neceſſary to defer your Buſineſs 
till the next Day, The preciſe Hour of 
Noon is the Time 7 vou have the 
leaſt to apprehend; for it is then that 
detached 1 are the leaſt eomuent: 


5 are, at any rate, to avoid coming 
to Blows, even though you were aſſured 
of Succeſs, unleſs it ſhould be in your 
Return, and that you are near enough 
vour Poſt to be heard by the main Guard, 
who will not fail to cover your Retreat. 


Ir at = time you ſhould be under A 
neceſſity to cut your way through a body 
of Troops who may have intercepted 
your Retreat, the only means of Safety is, 
to charge them full Speed without the 
leaſt Heſitation. If the Obſervations you 
have made are of Importance to the Army, 

you 
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you muſt do al in your Power to fave 
the Geographer, though you were to 
facrifice the reſt of your Detachment. 


Wu you are ſent out with a Deſign 
to reconnoitre the Enemy's Camp, their 
Numbers and Poſition, you muſt ap- 
proach them with great Caution. The 
dawn of the Day is by no means the beſt 
time for this Buſineſs, as you will then 
infallibly fall in with ſome of their 
Patroles or reconnoitring Parties. You 
muſt therefore be beforehand with them, 
and advance towards them in the Night. 
Their Poſition and Extent may be eaſily 
. diſcovered by the Fires at their quarter 
Guards and advanced Piquets ; and it is 
no leſs eaſy to know if they are about to 
change their Situation, by the extraor- 
dinary Noiſe in their Camp, There are 
alſo. many other Particulars that may be 
obſerved in the Night, as you have it in 
your Power to advance within ſo little a 
Way of their Camp, without the ap 
War. 
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Upox the whole, Mid-day is the beſt 
time for the Geographer to make his 


Obſervations. From the Hours of Twelve 


to Three he may paſs from the Summit 
of one Hill to another, without much 
Riſk; for, as I have already faid, there 
are ſeldom any Parties detached from an 
Army during that Time. 


You will 'be careful to ſeize every 
Perſon you meet, and not releaſe them 
till you have executed your Orders. 


-  Turrre is yet another Method that 


may be practiſed for the Security of a 


Party ſent to reconnoiter ; which is, to 


let it be compoſed of ſuch Men as ſpeak 
the Language of the Enemy, and to diſ- 
guiſe them in Surtouts reſembling the 


Uniform of one of the Enemy's Regiments, 


with Cockades of their Colour. It is 


Poſſible to double the Deceit by lining 
their Surtouts with the reſemblance of 
ſome other Regiment. Thus by turning 
their Coats they will appear to be another 


Corps, 
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Corps, and ſo deceive their Spies, their 
Guards, the Peaſants, and en 
_m pre mem 8 = 


2 


H A X 
of Surpriſer. 


A SURPRISE in the language of War, 

is a ſudden and unexpected attack 
upon the Enemy. The ways of, putting 
this in Execution are infinitely mnifold: 
- for all the Stratagems that have hitherto 
been imagined to deceive and ſeduce the 
Enemy, were, in fact, fo many different 
methods of Surpriſe; the Circumſtances 
of which are ſo various, that it is im- 
poſſible to. exhibit a perfect Detail of the 
Matter, notwithſtanding the Aſſiſtance of 


ſo many excellent Writers open the 
| om 


SURPRISES in ra may be diyided 
into two diſtin& Claſſes; namely, ſuch 
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as are attempted by a ſudden and un- 
expected Attack upon the Enemy's Camp, 
Lines, Poſts or Garriſons ; and thoſe 
which are executed by means of an Am- 
buſcade, when they are upon the March, 
The firſt of theſe ſhall be the Subject of 
this Chapter: which that I may not ex- 
tend beyond my uſual Limits, I ſhall 
mention only the moſt eſſential Parti- 
) culars, 


' FixsT then I would eſtabliſh as an in- 
variable Maxim, that you are never. to 
attempt to ſurpriſe a Poſt of the Enemy, 
without being previouſly aſſured of its 
Situation, Strength, and Importance: 
three Circumſtances that are abſolutely 
neceflary t to be known. 


Tur next thing is, to make yourſelf 
well acquainted with the circumjacent 
Country.; to be particularly informed of 
every Avenue, Moraſs, River, Bridge, 
Height, Wood or Cover, that may appear 
to have any connexion with the Place. 
Without 
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Without ſuch Intelligence, it will be im- 
poſſible to regulate your Approach with 
adequate Propriety. Nor ought you to 
be leſs certain of the N umber and Wali 
of their e 


Ix were alſo to be e that you 
could gather ſome information concerning 
the Strength of their Guards, and whether 
they are eircumſpect or negligent in their 
Duty. A previous Idea of ſuch Particy- 
lars will be a conſiderable Advantage in 
. your Favour, and contribute greatly to the 

probability of your Succeſs. 


Dun ix the ſeveral Campaigns which 
I have ſerved under various Generals, I 
was frequently order'd to procure Intel- 
ligence concerning the Situation of the 
Enemy's Poſts, without approaching them. 
I had always the good fortune to ſucceed. 
The method I took was as follows, which 
I flatter myſelf the Reader will confeſs 
to be infallible, 


I SUP- 
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1 svePost myſelf at So, in Weftpha- 
lia, A. Plan HI. and the Enemy poſted 
at Berwick, B. two Leagues diſtant from 
me. In order to reconnoitre this Place 
without coming near it, I take a Map of 
the Country, and making Sveft my Center, 
draw a Circle, including Berwicł about 
half a League within the Circumference. 
T then take a Sheet of Paper and draw 
another Circle of the ſame Dimenſions. 
I place Soft in the Center A. and all the 
Villages which 1 find in the Map within 
the Circle, I mark in my Plan according 
to their reſpective Diſtances and Bearings. 
Theſe I trace firſt with my Pencil, that 


I may afterwasds rectify the Miſtakes 
which I may diſcover in the Map. 


Having thus laid the foundation of 
my Plan, according to a Scale of two 
Leagues (that being the ſuppoſed Diſtance 
of Berwick) ] viſit the Burgomaſter of 
Soeft, or ſend for ſome of the moſt in- 
telligent of the Inhabitants. I converſe 
with them openly, and without reſerve, 

in 
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in order to excite them to give me ſuch 
Information as I want. | 


Bur the better to conceal my Deſign, 
begin my Enquiry with the Village of 
| Brockhauſen ; if they tell me it is five 
Miles from Sog, I correct my Plan ac- 
cordingly, in which it appeared to be 
two Leagues. 


ITRAEN inform myſelf of every Par- 
ticular on the Road to Brocꝶtbauſen; ſuch 
as Chapels, Houſes, Caſtles, Villages, 
Woods, Plains, Bridges, &c. Suppoſing 
they ſay, that at a good half League from 
Soeſt, you paſs the Village of Hinder bing, 
I mark it accordingly, I then enquire 
whether there are no croſs Roads, Moraſſes, 
Woods, &c. whether it be a ſtrait Road, 
paved, or deep; in ſhort, I endeavour to 
omit nothing that may in the leaſt con- 
tribute towards giving me a perfect Know- 
| ledge of the Country; and all the Parti- 

culars I can poſſibly collect are carefully 
ſpecified in my Plan, which, in courſe, 

. muſt 
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muſt become infinitely more perfect than 
any printed Map can poflibly be. 


I continue my Enquiry concerning the 
Road from FHinderking to Brotkhauſen, 
advancing by degrees, and afking the 
ſame Queſtions relative to the ſeveral _ 
Villages marked D. D. D. By this means, 

I acquire a perfect Knowledge of the 
whole Diſtrict, am enabled to judge how 
the Enemy are ſituated, and what Rout I 
| muſt take to approach them with the 
greateſt Secrecy. of 


A PLan of this kind is not. only of 
great Utility in forming ſecret Expeditions, 
but is indiſpenſibly neceſſary for the com- 
manding Officer of a Party. By the help 
of this, his private Inſtructions may be 
rendered quite explicit, and perfectly in- 
telligible to thoſe under his command; 
who, having a ſketch of their Rout along 
with them, will in their Excurſions, run 
no riſk of being deceived or mifled by 
ignorant or treacherous Guides, This 

4 method 
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method of inquiſition likewiſe enables me 
to judge, which of thoſe whom I aſſem- 


bled, is beſt qualified to act as a Guide] in 
caſe I ſhould \ want one. 


ISIALL not nud the Readet with 2 
detail of Stratagems practiſed by the 


Ancients, to ſurpriſe the Enemy's For- 
treſſes. They are now ſo univerſally 
known and exploded, that he who ſhould 
attempt to put them in execution would 
be thought little better than a Mad- 
man. I am therefore by no means of 
opinion with ſome modern Authors, who 
talk of introducing into a Town a ſuffi- 
cient number of Soldiers, in Waggons 
laden with Straw. The thing is abſo- 
lately impracticable in time of rte as. 
Carriages of all kinds are conſtantly ex 
amined with great Circumſpection; par- 
ticularly if there appears to be any con- 
ſiderable Number of them; not to men- 
tion the great Difficulty which the Men 
would have in extricating themſelves from 
their embarraſſed Situation. 


THERE 
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THERE are other Writers on this Sub- 
ject who have laid great ſtreſs on Eſea- 
lades, adviſing us to make ſeveral feign'd 
Attacks at the ſame inſtant, in order to 
conceal the real one. Theſe general 
Aſſaults are not within the province of a 
Partiſan ; for beſides the neceſſity of his 
being an Engineer, to judge of the 
Strength and Weakneſs of a Fortification, 
there are a number of Utenſils required for 
cutting down the Paliſadoes, paſſing the 
Foſlee, and eſcalading the Works, which 
are always above the reach of portable 
Ladders. Such Aſſaults alſo demand fo 
conſiderable a number of Troops, as that 
being divided into ſeparate Bodies, each 
ſhall of itſelf be able to form, or. ſuſtain 
an Attack, of which the detached Corps 
of a Partiſan is utterly incapable. 


Tur Expedient which carries with it 
the greateſt probability of Succeſs, for a 
Partiſan who commands only four hun- 
dred Foot, and who is aſſured that the 


Garriſon conſiſts of no more than two 
Hundred, 
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Hundred, (for nothing of this kind mutt 
be attempted without double the number 
of the Enemy) is to make choice of bad 
Weather, ſuch as high Winds, or thick 
| Fogs in Winter, and in the Summer Sea- 
ſon, violent Storms of Rain and Thunder. 
When after exceſſive Heat, the Air is 
ſuddenly agitated by a high Wind, you 
are then inſtantly to mount a part of your 
Infantry on covered Waggons, which you 
are to hold in conſtant readineſs during 
the whole time that your Project is in 
agitation. Every Man of your Corps 
muſt be provided with a dog-ſkin Cover- 
ing, to ſecure his Ammunition, ſo con- 
ed as to be eaſily removed. The reſt 
of your Infantry are to mount behind the 
Cavalry. You are to appoint a general 
Rendezvous about a League from the 
Place you intend to ſurpriſe. Here you 
are to halt; and if the Weather ſeems to 
clear up, you muſt inſtantly retreat, re- 
ferring the Affair to another Day. A ten- 
fold repetition of this manæuvre ſhould not 
break your Reſolution. If the Place is of 
24 | G Im- 
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Importance, your Succeſs at laſt, will 


prove a ſufficient Reward for your 
Trouble. 


* 


Bor if on the contrary, the Wind en- 
creaſes and the Storm continues gathering, 
conduct your Approach in ſuch a manner 
as to have the Wind on your Backs; for 
if it is in your Face, the Enemy's Sentries 
will perceive you at ſome Diſtance, be- 
ſides your Cavalry will advance with 


Difficulty. 


HavinG taken all the neceſſary Pre- 
cautions, you are to increaſe your Pace in 
proportion as the Storm augments. Du- 
ring its greateſt Violence, your Waggons 
and your Cavalry will proceed with great 


Celerity; and you will have no reaſon to 
be under the leaſt Apprehenſion, as it is 


impoſſible for the Enemy to hear or ſee 
any thing of your March, for the Incle- 
mency of the Weather will force their 
Sentries to turn their Backs to the Wind, 
or retire within their Boxes. 


Ar 
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Ar about three hundred Paces from 
the Place, both the Dragoons and Foot 
muſt diſmount and fix their Bayonets. 
The Huſſars are to remain with the 
Waggons, which muſt be turned, ready 
to retreat. Vour Infantry you will form in 
five Diviſions, which are to act indepen- 
dently of each other. 


You are now to begin your March, 


proceeding as expeditiouſly as poſſible, _ 


without breaking your Ranks. You paſs 
boldly the Barriers and the Gates, ſeizing 
the Sentries and Guards as you go along, 
without firing a Shot, and with as little 
noiſe as you can. This is to be executed 
with all imaginable diſpatch. 5 


Wulxsv your firſt Diviſion is thus em- 
ploy'd, the others are to puſh forward 
into the Town, The ſecond will make 
immediately for the main Guard ; the 
third muſt ſecure the Governor or Com- 
mandant; the fourth, which ſhould be 
the ſtrongeſt, will fly to the Caſerns or 
| G 2 Barracks 
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Barracks, and take poſſeſſion of the Arms ; 


the fifth muſt have orders to remain in the 


Street near the Gate, as a Corps de re- 
ſerve. 


Each Diviſion muſt be conducted by 


- 


one of the Priſoners which were at the 


Gate. You will now ſend orders for the 


Huſſars to advance full ſpeed : they are 


to patrole in the Streets as far as the In- 
fantry have proceeded, 


As theſe Surpriſes cannot poſſibly take 
place but under favour of a Storm, which 
is ſeldom of long continuance, it is evident 
the whole muſt be well concerted, and 
executed with all imaginable dexterity and 
expedition. 


IT is very certain that the Rain will 
make it rather difficult for the Infantry to 


march with any degree of celerity, as in 
clayey Grounds their Feet will be apt to 
* but they muſt do as well as they 


Can. 
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can. Great Roads are generally pretty 
well covered with Stones or Gravel. 


I, i in taking poſſeſſion of the Gate, 
they happen in ſome part of the Place, to 
have caught the Alarm, you muſt divide 
your Troops into two Wings, and march 
them ſeperately up on to the Rampart, one 
to the Right and the other to the Left of 
the Gate. They will inſtantly ſeize the 
Cannon, turn them upon the Town, and 
then ſummon the Garriſon to ſurrender. 


In caſe the Stroke ſhould fail, and that 
you ſhould be obliged to retire, your 
Diſappointment can be attended with no 
very great Danger; for as the Garriſon, 
by ſuppoſition, conſiſts of no more than 
half your Number, they will. ſuffer * 
to retreat without Moleſtation, 


I A4 1 not ignorant that there are many 
Commanders who would raiſe a thouſand 
Objections to ſuch Attempts, - and that 
they will appear to be attended with too 

GT: many 
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many Difficulties to afford a proſpect of 
Succeſs. But I ſpeak from Experience, 
by which I am authoriſed to inſiſt on the 
validity of my Reaſoning, and the ef- 
| ficacy o the Method I propoſe. I ſhall, 
nevertheleſs, quote only two Inſtances, 
wherein I myſelf was concern'd, to prove 
that violent Weather affords the moſt 
favourable nn for AR 1 of 
this nature, 


BrinG at the head of thirty Huflars, 
in order to eſcape a Storm that ſeem'd 
gathering in our Rear, 1 made. the beſt 
of my way to a Town well fortified and 
ſtrongly garriſoned. It blew a Hurrican. 
I paſſed the Barrier and the Gates, with- 
out being ſeen or heard by any one Sentry, 
though my Horſes made no inconfiderable 
Noiſe. I even called to the firſt Guard 
as I paſſed ; yet paſſed unperceived. I 
then traverſed the Town to gain the Inn, 
which happened to be in the oppoſite 
Suburbs, without meeting any living 
Soul 1 in the Streets. Indeed the K.. 
0 ö 5 | - # w 3 
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at the laſt Barrier ſpoke to me, and we 
exchanged a few Words, but neither of 
us underſtood one Word of what the 
other ſaid : yet it had not begun to rain; 
but it blew TRE 
'-I' HAD another Proof of this kind in 
the Year 1757 on Chriſtmas Eye, when 
in the Hanoverian Dominions, I paſſed 
with eighty light Horſe, between two of 
the Enemy's Guards, without being per- 
ceived : yet I marched through the middle 
of a large Plain, The Night was ex- 
treamly clear ; but the Wind was fo vio- 
lent, that the Sentries could not poſſible 
turn their Faces towards it, and conſequent- 
ly never ſaw me. I gained the Rear of 
their Army, and carried off ſeveral of 
their Horſes without moleſtation, Yet 
farther, the Night following in my return, 
I paſſed two different Poſts of our own 
Army, the one guarded by a party of 
Huffars, and the other by a Regiment of 
Dragoons, and was ſeen only by a Sentry 
near the Center of the laſt, who did not 


G 4 | dare 
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date to call to me, as I bad n pats d 
the Out-guard. 


IT is alſo adviſable to take the advantage 
of- bad Weather when you have a deſign. 
to ſurpriſe by Eſcalade, ſuch of the 
Enemy's Poſts as are invironed by a Wall, 
as Caſtles, Convents, Towns, '&c. For 
this purpoſe, you are to advance during 
the Night, and to ſeize the moment of a 
ſevere Blaſt, which will force the Sentries 
to turn their Backs to the Wind. Apply 
without heſitation, your Ladders to the 
windward fide of the Place, and doubt 
not of Succeſs, 


Aru Fog will be no leſs favourable. 
to your Defign when you mean to ſur- 
priſe an 1 Poſt, When you 
come near the Trenches, order your Men 
to creep upon their Hands, to prevent 
their being diſcovered. Fheſe Surpriſes 
are attended with very little danger; 
whilſt, on the contrary, whenever you 
make feigned Attacks, you are ſure to 


alarm 
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alarm the Enemy, and froqueatly pay 
dear for a ſucceſleſs pot pt 


Warn ou here an intention to ſur- 

priſe the Enemy in a Village, Farm, Mo- 
naſtry, or other Poſt detach'd from the 
Army, you are to ſeparate your Command 
into two diſtin& Bodies, each compoſed 
of Cavalry and Foot: one of which muſt 
make the attack in Front, and the other 
in the Rear, It will be neceſſary to be 
provided with a ſmall number of Wag- 
gons to carry off your wounded in caſe of 
a Repulſe. The Commanders of each 
Party muſt take care to be very accurate 
in calculating the Time requiſite for thoſe 
that are to attack in the Rear, to march 
round; and to regulate their Signals ſo 
that they may advance at the ſame inſtant. 
The dead of Night is the beſt Time for 
ſuch Enterpriſes ;| unleſs the Poſt happens 
to be at ſuch a diftance from the Army, 


as to expect no Aſſiſtance: in that caſe, 


you mn time 4 till dhe break of * 
1 
wh” 3 
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The Detachment, which is intended 
for the rear Attack, muſt have no more 


Foot than can be mounted behind the 


Cavalry. They are to form at the diſtance 
of about a quarter of a Mile from the 
Poſt, a hundred Paces out of the Road. 


Tux Cavalry of the other Wing will 
alſo form at the ſame Diſtance, where the 
Waggons and the Drums are likewiſe to 
halt; the Dragoons are to move up about 
ten Minutes after the Infantry have ad- 
vanced; who, guided by the Enemy's 
Fires, and crouching along, are to ap- 
proach them as near as poſſible. If they 
perceive a Patrole, they muſt lie flat to 
the Ground. The Officers are to raiſe 
their Heads a little to ſee whether they 
are not directly in the way of the Patroles ; 
in which caſe, they will creep backward 
or forward, ſo as to remain unperceived. 
One Officer muſt continue to obſerve the 
Patrole, and'the inſtant they have paſſed, 
your Infantry muſt march up to the Poſt, 
and endeavour to clear the way for the 


Cavalry, 
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Cavalry, in caſe it ſhould happen to be 
barricaded with Waggons or otherwiſe. 
They are then to proceed inſtantly to- 
wards the Fire; but if there are ſeveral 
Lights, they are then to divide into ſo 
many diſtinct Parties, ſo 9 to ſurpriſe the 
Whole at the ſame time. 


Tux Cavalry in the Rear are to advance 
' briſkly, as ſoon as the Foot make their 
firſt diſcharge, leaving only a Serjeant 
and a File of Men to guard the Waggons. 
Thoſe who were detach'd to the oppoſite 
ſide of the Poſt, are alſo to advance at the 
ſame Signal, Trumpets ſounding and 
Drums beating, with orders to attack 
ſuch of the Enemy as may endeavour to 
ſave themſelves by flight. 


* 


Ir is beyond all Doubt, that the Ene- 
my, ſeeing all their Guards taken, your 
Infantry ſpread over every part of the 
Village, and hearing at the ſame time the 
different marches of Horſe and Foot ad- 
vancing on all ſides of them; I ſay, it is 
| le more 
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more than probable they will give up the 
Place, or at moſt endeavour to ſave them- 
ſelves by a confuſed Retreat. It will 
then be no difficult matter for your Cavalry 
to ſtop the Fugitives ; but they muſt have 
very poſitive Orders, never, during the 
Night, to purſue above a Mile ; but not 


a Yard, it it ſhould happen to be a cloſe 
Country. 


Tar Place being taken, you are. in- 
ſtantly to ſend off all the Booty and the 
Priſoners, guarded by your whole Infan- 
try. The Wounded are to be put upon 
the Waggons, or on the Horſes you may 
have taken. The Cavalry are to compoſe 
your Van and rear Guards, the latter of 
which muſt be much the ſtrongeſt. 


Wurx the Poſt which you intend to 
ſurpriſe is at the Diſtance of ten or twelve. 
Leagues from yours, as the Enemy are 
leſs apprehenſive, you will accompliſh 
your Work with greater facility. In this 
tafe, your whole Infantry, with a Lieu- 


6 tenant. 
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| tenant and twenty Dragoons, may take 
Poſt about half diſtance, under cover of 
ſome Wood or Farm, with orders to be 
conſtantly upon their Guard. The Com- 
mander will proceed with the reſt of the 
Cavalry, taking along with him ſome 
Refreſhment for himſelf and his People, 
if the Place ſhould happen to be at too 
great Diſtance to be attempted the ſame 
Night. He muſt alſo have with him ag 
intelligent Guide ; but muſt not commu- 
nicate his Deſign to him till he is a little 
advanced upon the Road. He will ac- 
company his Declaration with Promiſes 
and Threats; aſſuring him that his Zeal 
and Fidelity ſhall be generouſly recom- 
penſed, but that if he. ſhould dare-to 
miſlead the Party, he ſhould not only be 
puniſhed with immediate Death, but the 
Village to which he belongs burnt to 
Aſhes. 0 


| You are ſoon to ſtrike out of the great 
Road, ordering your Guide to conduct 
you in ſuch a manner, as that you may 
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ſcem deſigning to leave the Enemy's Poſt, 
which you intend to ſurpriſe, about a 
League to the Right or Left, If it is in 


the winter Seaſon, there will be no neceſ- 
iy for making fo large a Circuit, as ycu 


then run no great Riſk of meeting People 
in the Fields, or croſs Roads. 


Ass ſoon as you appear to be in a Line 
with the Place, you are to march ob- 


| liquely towards it, ſo as at a little Diſtance © 


from the Gate, to ſtrike into the Road 
that communicates with their Army; and 


from hence you are to make your 
Aflault. 


Tux genius of this kind of War ſome- 
fimes carries Temerity ſo far as even to at- 
tempt the Wing of an Army encamped on 
an open Plain; but ſuch Exploits are too 
daring to be often imitated: the Danger 
is very great, and the Retreat of ſo ſmall 
a Body of Troops, as that of a Partiſan, 
vaſtly precarious, unleſs it is in an extream 


dark 1 and even then, that very 


Darkneſs, 
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Darkneſs, which is your Security, may 
miſlead you into a thouſand Difficulties, 
and diſperſe your Party. 


Tre Caſe is quite different, when 
either Wing of their Camp touches upon 
a mountainous or woody Country that may 
cover your Retreat: in this Caſe, by 
means of a faithful Guide, gain'd by 
| Money and fair Promiſes, you may march 
in the Night through the Woods, and 


ſecure your Approach under favour of the 
Hun, Incloſures, &c. 


Ix opening into the Plain, you muſt 
carefully obſerve whether there be not 
ſome Poſt in the front of the Wing you 
mean to attack; you are then to leave a 
+ Detachment of Foot in poſſeſſion of the 
Paſs, to ſecure your Retreat. A part of 
your Cavalry muſt be ordered to march 
round into the Rear of the adyanced 
Poſt, and another Detachment, together 
with your Infantry, to form fronting one 
of its Flanks. This Diſpoſition being 
| | 4 —_— 
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made, you are to give the Signal for a 
general Attack. The main Body of your 
Cavalry are to fall upon the Flank of the 
Line, and the reſt of your Troops to 
aſſault the advanced Poſt at the ſame in- 
ſtant. The whole are to raiſe the moſt 
hideous Cries in their power, in order to 
alarm and wy the Army. 


As it is very certain that it will not 
be long before the Piquets of the Line 
are aſſembled, you are to ſeize and carry 
off all you come near, Officers, Soldiers, 
Horſes, &c. and to make the beſt of 
your way with them to the Entrance of 
the Wood. The Cavalry are to proceed 
with the Priſoners and Booty, and the 
Infantry muſt form your rear Guard, till 
you have march'd clear of the Wood, 
when they are to advance into the Front. 
You will retreat as far as poſſible during 
the Night. You need be under no ap- 
ae of a Purſuit, as the _ 
will dread being ned 


. 


/ 


THERE 
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„ Tuxxx is no Moment ſo precious t 
a Partiſan, nor which claims ſo 7 
of bis Attention, as that of a gene- 
ral Engagement. When all are atten- 
tive to the, Firing. heard on every 


1 Cw» 


ſide, the manæuvres of the approaching 
Army, and the deciſion of an Affair of 


the laſt Importance, on which the fate of 
the Whole, and of each Particular is de- 
pending; it is. then that he has it in his 
Power to diſplay his Art and Capacity to 
the moſt Advantage, t to ſt rike the heavieſt 
Blow poſlible, pillage their Head Quarters, 
carry off their Baggage, put their Guards 
o th e. Sword, ſet fire to their Camp, and 
in hort, to fpread ſuch univerfal Terror 
a8 may greatly contribute to the Defeat of 


Hes . 


* 
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5 * to afſure Succeſs in 105 great and 
glorious an Enterpriſe, there are certain 
Meaſures neceſſary to be taken. The three 
principal previous Conſiderations are theſe : 
the Situation of the Enemy's Camp, 


the Means of Approach, and the Hour of 
H * Battle. 
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Battle. If they are encamp d in the 
middle of an open Plain, or upon ſuch a 
commanding Eminence that you cannot 


advance without being perceived at ſoine 
Diſtance, Prudence, in ſuch a caſe, ſhould 


reſtrain your Zeal, and deter you froth 


attempting lmpoflibilitics. 1 hs” 

Ir is alfo adviſable for a Partiſan”tb | 
make himſelf particularly vr pp with 
every Paſs, Poft, Village, &c. that are 
in the front of the Army, eſpecially i if 
there be any Probability that the Enemy 
may come to occupy that Ground. Of 
what. infinite Advantage may it not prove 
in the direction of ſome future Project, 
if he has taken care to provide himſelf 
with a Survey of the Country he is to in- 
vade ? He may then, without the inſuf- 
ficient and dangerous Aſſiſtance of Spies 
and Deſerters, by his on particular 
Knowledge alone, determine all the pro- 


per Meaſures for the execution of bis 


Deſign, which ſhould be regulated and 
conducted with impenetrable Secrecy. * 
0 As 
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As ſoon as he-perceives; by the Motion 
of each Army, that they are upon the 
brink of Action, he will not neglect a 
Moment to acquaint the General with his 
Project: If it meets with Approbation, his 
Diſpoſition, and the Time of his Depar- 
ture, muſt be ordered according to the 
Commands in he ſhall receive. 


500 theſe Expeditions nne re- 
quire a very entenfive Circuit, you muſt 
take care to have ſufficient Time for the 
March. In the Year 1757, the Duke de 
Richelieu advanced his Army with an In- 
tention to attack the Allies in the neigh- 
bourhood of Zell. I received Orders, the 
Camp with a hundred light Horſe, and 
after a Tour of twenty-two Leagues, ar- 
rived withaut-the leaſt Accident; but the 
Hrudence of the Prince of Brunſwick 
fruſtrated our whole Scheme, and left us 
nothing but the Mortification of admiring 
his Retreat. , Nevertheleſs I bad the good 
Fortune to ſtumble upon part of their 
FN B24 Bag» 
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Baggage, from which I carried off twelve 
Waggons of ann, and Sevent ha 
five u u Hier af iE Uo: Nin 
— the previous Meaſures neceſſary 
for your Undertaking, you will not forget 
to provide each Man with a Cockade re- 
ſembling thoſe of the Enemy. You. will 
likewiſe give to twenty of each Detach- 
ment, Staves ſix Feet in Length, tipped 
with a piece of a Torch, enveloped with 
dry Straw or REY * E Inſtantly, to 
une Ee P30 81-1 * 
| {Fave hal Corps is . to a 
from the Field A. Plan IV. conducted by 


an intelligent Guide through covered and 
unfrequented Roads, intirely clear of the 
Enemy. Having reached the Place C. 
which I fuppoſe to be nearly in a Line 
with the Field of Battle; your Foot are to 
form an Ambuſcade; but not in the Way, 
or within the Obſervation, of the Country 
People. This becomes your Center of 
1 Communication with the Army, the 
* CDs Rendez-" 
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Rendezvous of your Booty, and a Cover 
to the Retreat of your Cavalry, which 
you will now form into as many Detach- 
ments as you intend. ſeparate Attacks: 
we will ſuppoſe! Six, each confiſting of a 
Hundred Men. They are, with all ima- 
Sable Sectecy, and by different Routs, 
to "repair each” to their reſpective Poſts, 
E. D. F. G. H. I. In an Affair of this 
Nature, it would be Madneſs: to ſpare 
either Pains or Expence to procure knows 
ing and faithful Guides. Each Detach- 
ment muſt conceal itſelf about half a 
League from its F of Attack, 
B. K. KKR. Fee 1 
in vI08 $1907 Ano 1503-6 vik Hutt ve 
Tux — of the ev the 
Signal for their general bee: and 
now the Activity, Courage, and Reſolu- 
tion, both of Officers and private Men, 
will be put to the Proof. The ſecond 
Detachment D. will Slide imperceptibly 
between the Villages; and, with the Im- 
petuoſity of Lightning, fall on the Cam 
'B. Jenn Fourſcore of the Hundre 
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ſhall put all they meet to the Sword, the re- 
maining Twenty are to light their Torches 
at the Enemy's Fires, and communicate 
the Flames to the Straw in their Tents. 
As they muſt expect to have the Enemy 

very ſoon at their Heels, they are not, on 
any Account, to be ſuffered to plunder; 
but muſt content themſelves with the 
Glory of having ſpread an Alarm, that will 
probably have ſuch an Effect on the Enemy 
as to be a Means of gaining the Victory. 


Ar he fame inſtant of Time, the 
other Parties E.F. G. H. are, with equal 
Violence, to attack the Villages K. K. K.K. 
which are in their Front, where they are 
to perform the ſame manezuvwre as the firſt ; 
with this Difference only, that they may 
be allowed to pillage a little in haſte 
among the Baggage of the Generals, with 
which theſe Villages are generally well 
ſtor d, ſeizing their , beſt Horſes, Ham- 
ſtriaging the reſt, and ſerting Fire to ſuch 
Houſes er Barns as contain any thing be- 
longing to the Enemy. | 

Eaen 
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Eacx of theſe Parties will advance two 
or three Videttes in the Front of the. 
Village to obſerve the Motions of the 
Enemy's Troops, as they will not fail to 
march to the Relief of their Quarters. 
As ſoon as they are perceived to advance, 
you are immediately to retreat by ſueh 
Routs as the Commander ſhall have pre- 
viouſly fixed, and which we ſuppoſe to 
be repreſented by the dotted Lines in the 
Plan, The fixth Detachment H. con- 
cealed near the Road to the Camp, muſt 
remain there with Orders to fall upon 
thoſe that may be endeavouring to ſave 
therhſeives by Fli _ 


Tur Danger in ſuch aeg I is 
much leſs than is generally apprehended. 
During the critical Inſtant of a Battle, 
every Man that is able to bear Arms is 
ſuppoſed to be in the Line; therefore 
you will find in the Camp, little more 
than Suttlers, Bat-men and Invalids, ex- 
OMe a few Sentries and inconſiderable 
H 4 | Guards, 
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104 The PARTISAN. 
Guards, which you will — N as 


you ack Vance. - 


on ** 


Tur Commander of each Detachment 
muſt be every inſtant upon the Watch. 
The Moment he perceives any Body of 
Troops advancing towards him, he — 
immediately regain the Paſs leading into 
the Wood. I believe it would be an 
eaſy Matter for every Partiſan to regulate 
his Operations, by the Plan which I haye 
laid down, conformable to his Strength 
and the Situation of the Camp which he 
intends to attack. His chief Care muſt 


be to diſpofe his Cavalry in ſuch a Manner 


in the ſeveral Ambuſcades, as that they 
may ſurpriſe the Camp and the Quarters 
of the General Officers, at the 8 in- 


ſtant of Tiba. 


. 3 Pagty, of Cavalry having rejoined 

their reſpective Detachment of Foot, are 
there to wait the Event of the Day; that if 
2 declares in Favour of their Army, 


1 . 11 they 


1 
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they may immediately return towards the 
Field of Battle, and poſt themſelves ſo 
as moſt effecually to Harraſs the Enemy 


in their Retreat. The Diſmay and Con- 
fuſion after the Loſs of à Battle is ſo uni- 


verſal, that you will meet with little or 
no Reſiſtance from a flying Enemy. 


Sur rosk you have a Deſign to ſurpriſe 


and carry off ſome Perſon of Diſtinction, 


whoſe Quarters are at a conſiderable Di- 
ſtance in the Rear of the Army ; ; you are, 
for this Purpoſe, to take no more than 


Twelve light Horſe; but they muſt be 


pick'd Men, of known Abilities, Courage 

and Integrity. Each of theſe muſt Be 
provided with a double Surtout, reſem= 
bling, as near as poſſible, two different 
Regiments of the Enemy; that, being dif- 
covered in one Diſguiſe, they may retire 
a Moment and then aſſume another, 


which muſt infallibly confound: the Re- 


ports of the Peaſants,” Lou are never, on 
any Account, to halt, but in ſome Wood, 


Copſe, or Cover, at a Diſtance from any 


Road. 
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106 The PART IS AN. 
Road: Your Quarter-maſter muſt; take 
Care to procure. Forage and Subfiſtance 
from a neighbouring Village, and to pay 
very punctually for every thing he receives, 
till you ſhall have an Opportunity to ex- 
ecute your . 


1 ten; CE 


— — — 


0 H A P. XI. 
0 7 Ambuſeades. , 


N abn. 1 a body of Men con- 

cealed in a Wood, or otherwiſe, with 
an Intention to ſurpriſe the Enemy. There 
are no Stratagems of War which afford 
2 Partiſan better Opportunities of diſ- 
playing his Genius and Reſolution. There 
is indeed no great Difficulty in forming 
an Ambuſcade in a Country embarraſſed 
with Thickets, Buildings, or Incloſures; 
but in an open champaign Situation, it 
requires great Contrivance and a fruitful 
— Both — and the other 

muſt 
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muſt be regulated — reef 5 


mam Wee. Aoi 
11 C2: 1 1 
Waun 2 Partiſan bas wad i credible 
— — the March of ſome Party 
of the Enemy, whether a Convoy of 
Artillery, Baggage, Subſiſtance, Recruits, 
Horſes, Cc, or an Eſcort of ſome. General 
Officer, about to join his Army, or recon- 
noitre the Country; he will endeavour to 
obtain certain Intelligence of their Rout, 
the Situation of the Places through 
which they are to paſs, and the Poſt to 
which they direct their March. But the 
better to conceal his Intention, he will 
ſeem moſt particular i in his:Enquiries con- 
cerning the oppoſite Road, as we have 
* ſaid in the . er 


Ane at concerted. his Mea | 
4 he will march his Party about Sur 
ſet, and, if poſſible, take ſome different 
Road from that which he intends to 


purſue. 


Ir 
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Ir the Place where he means to form 
his Ambuſcade be at no great Diſtance; 
he may ſtrike into the Road about mid- 
way, where he will conceal half of his 
Infantry, to ſecure his Retreat. But if 
he has a long March before: him, which 
will require two whole Nigbts, he will 
then zig-zag from one Wood to another. 
He muſt not forget to provide ſufficient 
Refreſhment for the Day, during which 
he muſt lie concealed. Three Rations 
of Oats for each Horſe will be as. mich 
as be will r em * 1 lun 


4 


: 


Tur gelt Night; be wil een 60 
gain the Wood where he intends to ſpend 
the intermediate Day. He will fix upon 
ſome Spot near a Rivulet, and here he will 
ſtation a Part of his Infantry, unleſs there 
ſhould happen to be à River between 
this Wood and the Enemy; for, in that 
Caſe, he will march. his Infantry thither, 
and conceal them in / ſome Thicket near 
its Banks. j 3 


* 
4 


Ir 
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Ir there is no Bridge or Ford, he will 
paſs with his Cavalry only, which I ſup- 
poſe to have been frequently exerciſed in 


Swimming ; but if the Place iscfordable; 


half of the Infantry are to mount behind 


the Horſemen. If it ſhould ſo happen; 
that you have a Bridge to paſs near a 


Village, you are there to poſt an Officer 


with a Party of Foot, leaving him ſtridt 


Orders to ſuffer. no Perſon whatſoever; 
whether Soldier or Peaſant, to quit the 
Place: and, for ſtill greater Security, it 
may not be amiſs. to leave with him a 
ſmall Detachment of Cavalry, which 
may be ſent in purſuit of any one that 


might poſſibly eſcape before your Return, 


Ix, during your Abſence, this Bridge 
ſhould be attacked, he muſt defend it to 
the . laſt Extremity, - leſt your Retreat 
ſhould be entirely cut off. There are 


many Inſtances of this Sort. Count 
Efterbaſy, being detached with Three 


hundred light Horſe, to raiſe Contribu- 
tions in As. neighbourhood of Straſburg, 
left 
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10 The PARTISAN. 
left a Lieutenant and thirty Men to guard 
the Bridge at Molſſbeim. I am ignorant 
of the Motive which excited the Officer 
to abandon his Poſt. I was led thither by 
mere Chance-at the Head of ten Hunters, 
to the great good Fortune of the Detach- 
ment: for I was ſcarce arrived when 1 
perceived three conſiderable Parties of 
French Huſſars, who were advancing to 
take Poſſeſſion of this Poſt. I hid only 
juſt time, with my little Troop, to throw 
myſelf into a Mill which feemed to com- 
mand the Bridge. I plyed them with ſo 
inceſſant a Fire, through the Holes in the 
Wall, that T had the good fortune to 
diſpute the Paſs till Eferhaf's Detach- 
ment hearing the Fire, gallopped near a 
Mile, ſurptiſed the Enemy in the Rear, 
and took Fourſcore of their Horſes and a 
great en . Prildners, mor” io 
return, 


Tux neceflary Precautions being taken 
for the Security of the Bridge, the Com- 
mander of the Expedition will endeavour 
Bs to 
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to artive at the Place where he intends to 
form his Ambuſcade, two Hours before 
the Enemy are expected to paſs. He 
will immediately explore the Situation of 
the Place with all imaginable Diligence. 
He will take care to form his Ambuſcade 
on that ſide of the Paſs from whence he 
intends to retreat; otherwiſe, if he ſhould 
Happen to be diſcovered by their advanced 


Guard, he would be obliged to file of 


in Sight of their main Body, who, per- 
<eiving his Weakneſs, would infallibi 
_ 1 ns n) Al | 


Your E A. (Plan vy ſhould 


be poſted at leaſt Six hundred Paces in 


caſe of a Repulſe, muſt retire to the 
Infantry A. and both muſt retreat to the 
Bridge, or to the Detachment of Foot 
| compa on the Road.” 


Ir your Ambulcade be in a Wood, 


you will order one of your moſt intelligent 
von- commifion 'd Officers to climb up 
3 into 


= —— : —_— 


the Rear of your Cavalry B. Which in 
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into a high Tree, C. whence he may ob- 
ſerve. the March of the Enemy. The 
Particulars of which. he is to give you 
Notice, ate three, vis. The firſt Appear- 
ance of their advanced Guard, the Ap- 
proach of their main Body, and the In- 


. 


ſtant whenthey are exactly oppoſite. to your 
Ambuſcade B. For this Purpoſe, the 
Commander will inſtruc, him in. what 
manner he is to communicate his Obſer- 
vations without ſpeaking.” It may be done 
by means of a Chord D. of a brown 
Colour, ( that being leaſt perceptible.) 
which muſt be diſpoſed as may be ſeen in 
the Plan, to prevent its Communication 
being impeded by the Branches. The 
non-commiſſioned Officer in the Tree 
.muſt hold one End in his Hand and me 
Commander B. the other. 


As fn as the advanced Guard of the 
Enemy appears, the Obſerver pulls the 
Chord; upon which the Commander 
. orders his People to mount their Horſes, 


and to continue profoundly Silent, If 
| their 
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their main Body ſhould follow cloſe at 
the Heels of their Van-guard (a Decep- 
tion which is ſometimes practiſed) which 
however may be eaſily diſcovered, by the 
unuſual Strength of the advanced Party, 
and its not being followed by Troops 
at a Diſtance; if, I ſay, this ſhould be 
the Caſe, he will pull the Cord a ſecond 
Time as ſoon as their Front ſhall have 
got within a few Paces of the Ambuſcade; 
and a third Time when they are exactly 
oppoſite. At this Signal, you are to ſally 
forth, and, with all imaginable Impetu- 
oſity, fall upon the Flank of their Center, 
in the manner we ſhall deſcribe. 


Ir their Van-guard E. conſiſt only of 
the uſual Number, you muſt let it paſs. 
When the chief Eſcort F. approaches, 
the Obſerver will give his ſecond Pull, 
and the Third, the inftant the Front 
comes oppoſite to the Point B. Vou will 
then ruſh out towards the Front of the 


Enemy, by the Opening marked with a 
double Line 'of 'Dots, ſo that you may 


; not 
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not be diſcoveted by thoſe upon the Flank 
of their Center. You are to attack them 
Sword in hand, making the moſt hideous 
Noiſe in your Power, to. hinder their 
Men from hearing the Commands of 
their Officers. You. are to endeavour to 
diſarm and to take as many as you can, 
being careful however not to puſh the 
Purſuit too far, unleſs yaw; are well 
aſſured: that they are at too great a. Di- 
ſtance from their Army to expect Relief, 
and that there are no other of their 
Parties in the Country, who would, not 


fail to catch the Alarm, and harraſs you 
in your Retreats | 


In all ſecret Expeditions, every poſſible 
Precaution muſt, be taken. to prevent Niſ- 
covery or Treachery. If. you are per- 
ceived by the advanced; Guard of the 
Enemy, you are inſtantly to abandon your 
Enterpriſe and - retire. In, caſe. your 
Guide, or any; of your own,People ſhould: 
deſert, if you find it impoſſible ta, lay 
hold of. them, it would be your beſt, way 


to 


4 


- 
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to think immediately of a Retreat, of, at 
leaſt, to change your Project. But to 


prevent this Misfortune as much as poſſi- 
ble, your Officers are to call che Roll 


very frequently. 


Your are never to form an Ambuſcade | 
with a Deſign to cut off the Enemy's 
Retreat; for that will reduce them to 
Deſpair, and inſpire them with Reſolution 
to rally: unleſs it ſnöuld ſo Happen that 
you have a moral Certainty of taking 
their whole Party Priſoners, either from 
their inconfiderable” Number, or from 
the nature of the Defile, Which may 
poſſibly be ſo ntrrow as not to ſuffer them 


to form. 


Ir is 0 — dimcalrtb 
form ſeveral Amibuſcades at tht ſame 
time. The more there are, the greater 
Probability there” is of your” being diſ- 
covered, and the leſs you will be able to 
unite in yon Retreat; neverthieleſs, there 
is an Exception, vhßefr your Intention id. 
| 1 2 to 
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to ſurpriſe a foraging Party. In that 
caſe, it will be neceſſary to form ſeveral : 
Ambuſcades, diſpoſed in ſuch a manner 
as that the Sentries may ſee from one to 
the other. That to which the Foragers 
happen to come the neareſt, muſt execute 
the Deſign, and inſtantly upon their Ir- 
ruption, the others are to put themſelves 
in a Poſition to cover their Retreat. - 


I wouLD eſtabliſh as a e that in 
all Ambuſcades no Sentinel ſhould be 
below the Degree of a non-commiſſioned 
Officer. If you are concealed behind a 
Hill, or in the hollow part of an open 
Down, your Sentries are to lie flat upon 
the Ground, with their Feet towards the 
Ambuſcade, their Bodies covered with a 
brown, or green Cloak, according to the 
C lour of the Turf; and their Heads, which 
muſt be a little raiſed, wrapt in a Hand- 

kerchief of the ſame Hue. The preciſe 
Number of the Sentries cannot be deter- 
mined, but from the Circumſtances and 
--», Situation of the Place. They muſt be 
| ſo 
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ſo numerous as to command the intire 
Circuit, are to ſecure every Perſon who 
may unknowingly approach them, and 
muſt be properly inſtructed to commu- 
nicate their r W Signs. 


Ir you are to form your Ambuſcade in 
the open Fields, where there are neither 
Vines nor Hedges, you are to conceal 
yourſelves in the Corn, provided it is of 
a ſufficient Height ; but when that hap- 
pens not to be the Caſe, you muſt have 
recourſe to Labour. For this Purpoſe, 
a Subaltern with a working Party and 
proper Tools, muſt march in the Rear 
of your Cavalry. The Commander will 
indicate the Length and Breadth of the 
Ground they are to throw up, A. Plan VI. 
They will begin at the Point B. and raiſe 
a kind of Parapet in the Front and on the 
Flanks C. ſloping inſenſibly outwards, 
which is. to be covered with the Sods of 
'oreen Corn taken from the Surface of the 
Spot where they fink the Covert-way. 
It muſt be ſix Feet from the Bottom ; 

13 but 
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but if the Corn ſhould be grown to the 
Height of two or three Feet, it is evident 
the Glacis will require leſs raiſing. This 
Work will demand no great Labour, as 
the Ground which was lately ploughed, 
will eaſily yield to the Spade. Theſe 
occaſional Pioneers, when they have 
finiſhed the Labour, will rejoin the Party 
of Infantry which we ſuppoſe to haye 
been poſted on the Road. 


Tur place of Ambuſcade being thus 
prepared, at the Diſtance of a hundred 
Paces from that by which the Enemy are 
expected to paſs, your Party will lead 
their Horſes one after another, that they 
may not enlarge the Entrance. They 
will range themſelves on Foot, each hold- 
ing his Bridle in his Hand, looſe upon 
the Horſe's N eck. The Officers are to be 
| conſtantly employed in viſiting their 
Troops, in order to kęep them alert; and 
you are to take care that every trace of 
their Entrance be entirely effaced. 


IT 
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Ir is alſo an eaſy matter to form an 
Ambuſcade in a hollow Way, which ob- 
liquely cuts the Road along which the 
Enemy are to paſs; as for inſtance, that 
marked K. Plan V. Thereare ſometimes 
Cavities occaſioned by a Rivulet, which 
are very proper for. an Ambuſcade G. 
Plan V. when its Banks are of a ſufficient 
Height, or bordered with Shrubs, and 
that it runs parallel to the Road, without, 
approaching it too near, 


As theſe Cavities. are ſeldom very ca- 
pacious, it will be neceſſary to make ſeve- 
ral Outlets, that you may be able th 
attack with your whole Force at the fame 
Inſtant. I have ſuppoſed four H. H. H. H. 
through which your Cavalry are to ſally 
out. It will be neceſſary to ſtop the 
Water ſome where nearer its Source, and 
to give it another Direction I. that your 
Horſes ſtanding dry, may make leſs 
Noiſe with theit Feet. The Troops are 
to be divided into four Squadfotis, and 
diſpoſed in ſuch a manner as to be feady 

14 to 
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to break forth at the firſt Signal, and fall 

upon the Flanks of the Enemy. In this 

kind of Ambuſcade, the Commander 

ſhould be his own Sentry, taking care to 

place himſelf ſo as to obſerve all that 
paſſes, without being ſeen. 


Ax Ambuſcade may, with great Eaſe, 
be formed in a Village, abandoned by its 
Inhabitants, either in the Gardens, Or- 
chards, Barns, or Graneries G. H. Plan 
VI. Every Gate or Door towards the 
Enemy muſt be firmly barricaded, and a 
Way made in the Rear to wheel round to 
the Road, in the manner indicated by the 
dotted Lines. It is a general Maxim in 
all Ambuſcades, that you are to make 
your Attack in an oblique Direction, upon 
the Enemy's Flank, from the Rear. 


Ix the different Ambuſcades which I 
have mentioned, the Foot are to be no 
otherwiſe employ'd, than to ſecure the 
Retreat of the Cavalry ; but they will 
have their Turn when a Party is detach'd 

with 
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with a deſign to allure the Enemy 1 into a 
Snare. Woods or Villages are improper 
for this Purpoſe. If the Enemy acts 
with the leaſt Circumſpection, they will 
never be tempted to puſh their Purſuit to 
the Verge of a Wood or the Entrance of 
a Village. The beſt Places for theſe Am- 
buſcades of Infantry, are open Commons 
covered with Heath or Fern, or riſing in 
little Hillocks ; hollow Roads, ſtanding 
Corn, or Ditches: But it will be.in vain 
to attempt any thing of this kind on the 
Road leading to your Army, as they will 
in that Caſe be particularly cautious in 
their Purſuit. 


I x theſe Ambuſcades of Foot, your 
Men are to lie flat upon their Faces, and, 
to prevent their being ſeen, muſt cover 
their Clothes with Duſt, that they may, 
as near ly as poſſible, reſemble the Colour 
of the Ground; but that they may not 
be liable to be trampled on by the Ene- 
my's Cavalry, it will be prudent to ſecure 
the Flank I. with a kind of Barrier K. 

Plan 
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Plan VI. The Poſts are to be five or ix 
Feet out of the Ground, and at the Di- 
ſtance of ten Feet from each other, join'd 
by croſs Poles, about five Feet above the 
Surface of the Earth. Theſe Materials 


may be provided from ſome neighbouring 
Wood. 


You are to give ſtrict Orders that your 
Men be very attentive to their command- 
ing Officer, who will not give them the 
word Fire, till the Enemy have extended 
their Flank the whole Length of his 
Front. The Firing of the Foot is the 
Signal for your Cavalry to attack that of 
the Enemy, which we may now reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe to be a little diſconcerted by 
a general Diſcharge from the Ambuſcade. 


We you intend to form an Ambuſ- 
cade in the Ditch of a great Road, you 
ſhould fix upon the deepeſt Part of it 
adjoining, if poſſible, to a Corn Field. 
Your People are to fit, kneel, or ſtoop, 

as the Place may require, If you have 
| ſufficient 
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ſufficient Time for the Purpoſe, it may 
not be amiſs to cut down a number of 
Shrubs or Buſhes, and plant them along 
the fide of the Road, ſo as to conceal 
your Troops. - This artificial Thicket 
ſhould be extended beyond your Ambuſ- 
cade, and the Boughs, towards the Extre- 
mity, planted at ſome Diſtance from each 
other, that the Enemy may be accuſtom- 
ed to paſs them without Suſpicion. If the 
Corn ſhould not grow near enough the 
Ditch, it will be neceſſary to tranſport a 
number of Sods and to plant them in the 
manner ſpecified above, where I mention- 
ed the Ambuſcade of Cavalry. If this 
ſhould not be ſufficient, you may ſtrew 
ſome of the Corn as if it had been laid 
flat by the Wind or Hail, 


I REMEMBER to have ſeen this Stra- 
tagem executed with Succeſs in ace, 
under the Command of Captain de Palaſtz, 
one of the moſt famous Partiſans of his 
Time, He ordered me ta canceal my- 
1 with fifty Men, in the manner above 

| deſcribed, 
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deſcribed, and advanced his Cavalry along 
the great Road leading to Straſbourg. 
They were no ſooner perceived, than Four 
hundred Bavarian Dragoons approached 
to attack them. Our Troops retreated, 
and the Enemy, as if already ſure of their 
Booty, purſued with great Eagerneſs. I 
ſuffered their Front to paſs, and then 
fired upon their Centre with ſo much 
' Succeſs, that I brought Seventeen of them 
to the Ground, killed and wounded. 
Our Cavalry then faced about, and made 
ſo vigorous an Attack, that they muſt 
have been totally routed, if they had not 
been ſuſtained by a ſtrong Detachment of 
Horſe and Foot, which immediately ſallied 
out of Straſbourg to their Relief: never- 
theleſs we carried off Fifty of their 
Horſes. . 


Tae Commander of a Party ſent out to 
ſurpriſe the Enemy, having diſpoſed his 


Infantry in Ambuſcade, ſhould march his 
Cavalry at break of Day. A non-com- 
miſſioned Officer and fix private Men muſt 

compoſe 
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compoſe his advanced Guard; which is 
always to keep in Sight of the Com- 
mander. The moment he perceives the 
Enemy, he muſt retreat ſlowly, but with- 
out ſeeming to fly, unleſs he is cloſely 
purſued. In that Caſe, the Van becom 

ing his Rear Guard, muſt pop at them 
now and then, in order to provoke them 
to continue the Pe 


Ir the 1 ſhould halt, and ſeem 
inclined to follow you no farther, order 
one of your Men to drop his Hat, and 
another to ſtop with him as if to aſſiſt his 
Comrade in taking it up. The reſt of 
the rear Guard are to continue their 
March to the Diſtance of about a hundred 
Paces, where they are to halt. One of 
the two will keep his Eye upon the Ene- 
my whilſt the other is employ'd in taking 
up the Hat. If, upon this, they ſhould | 
again advance, you are to face about and 
return to the Aſſiſtance of the two Sol- 
diers, who are immediately. to mount 
their Horſes, and rejoin the Corps. This 

ky | ſort 
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ſort of Delay ſometimes draws à Party 
inſenſibly forward, beyond the Limits 
which Prudence, and the Diffidence of 
War had preſcribed. If there happens to 
be a Village between your Ambuſcade and 
the Enemy, your Cavalry are not to ex- 
ceed the Village in their Excurſion, as it 
will be impoſſible to induce the Enemy to 
paſs it in their Purfuit, if they are not 
mere Novices in their Profeſſion. But 
inſtead of advancing further, your light 
Horſe are to enter the Village, and de- 
mand Refreſhment for Fifty Men, ſup- 


poſing your Troop! to conſiſt of a Hun- 
dred. You are then to diſpatch three or 
four Peaſants: to the neighbouring Vil- 


lages, next the Enemy, with orders to 


their reſpective Bailiffs, or Conſtables, to 
attend you 1 in order to re- 
gulate the Delivery of Waggons and For- 
rage, or under ſome other Pretence. 


Theſe Peaſants will not fail to give the 


Enemy Information of what they have 
heard and ſeen, in conſequence of which 
it is more than probable they will attempt 

to 
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to ſurpriſe you with a ſuperior Force. 
They will make ufe of Cavalry upon this 

Occaſion, as the March of Infantry would 
nat be ſufficiently expeditious. 


Tux inſtant theſe Peaſants are departed, 
you are to take great care that no Perſon 
whatever be ſuffered to leave the Village. 
You are to ſend frequent Patroles along 
the Road by which you intend to retreat, h 

that you may be in no danger of having l 
your Communication with the Ambuſcade | | 
cut off; and that you may retire as ſoon” 
as the Enemy ſhall' enter the Village; 
the Men are. to. continue with their Bridles: 

in their Hands, ready to mount at 4 
Moment's warning. | 


Ir a Partiſan has no Infantry under his if 
Command, he may ſtill: form an Ambuſ- 
cade in the following manner: It muſt be 

as near the Enemy as poſſible. During 
the Night he will ſend out two or three 
Waggons covered with white Canvas, 
that they may be perceived at a Diſtance. 


Special 
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Special Care muſt be taken that their | 


Harneſs be in good Condition, Each 


Waggon muſt be drawn by four Horſes, ' 


and driven by two Soldiers, properly diſ- 
guiſed, whoſe Arms are committed to the 
Care of their four Comrades concealed 
within the Waggons. Theſe will be 
ſufficient to repulſe any Patrole they may 
meets: {> 
Tur Waggons are to be driven along 
the Road parallel to the Enemy's Front, 
at a little diſtance from their Poſt. They 
will ſo regulate their March as to be about 
half a League from the Ambuſcade at 
the break of Day, and within ſight of 
the Enemy. Here they will halt, whilſt - 
one of the Men takes a View from the 
Top of a Tree, or from ſome Eminence 
near the Road. As ſoon as he, perceives 


the Enemy's Patrole, they are to continue 


their March. If they ſhould not ſeem 
inclined to follow, one of the Waggons 


muſt ſtop, pretending to be, on ſome 


account, 
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account, embarraſſed; this will infallibly 


draw them into your Ambuſcade. 


Auw the many Opportunities for 


Ambuſcades which the different Marches 


of the Enemy afford, there are none more 
favourable than the Retreat of an Army. 


When a Partiſan has the good Fortune to 


be apprized of this intended retrogade 
Motion, by the diligence of his Spies, the 
Evening before the March, he will im- 


mediately quit his Poſt with his whole 


Force, taking a Rout as in that marked 


in Plan IV. He will leave his Infantry 
concealed about half way. His Cavalry 
are to make all poſlible Diſpatch to gain 
the Rear of the Enemy, and to form an 


Ambuſcade upon the Road along which 
they are to paſs, at the Diſtance of two 
or three Leagues from their Camp. 


To be better aſſured of his Retreat, 
he will ſtation two or three ſeparate De- 
tachments, between himſelf and his In- 
fantry, at a good Diſtance from each 

K other, 


— — 
— 


— 
_ — 


U 
1 
: 
4 
' 
| 
4 
1 
. 
4 
" 4 
1 
17 
f 
by 
"7 
14 
i 
A 
7. 
\ 
: 
7% 
+. 
1 
f 
9 
1 
| 
| 
. 
14 
1 
i 


** 


130 The PART ISAN. 


other. The reſt are to line the Road in 
ſeveral parallel Lines, three or four hun- 
dred Paces in the Rear of each other, 
but ſo concealed as not to be ſeen by any 


who paſs by them. 


Tux firſt Line are to lay hold of the 
Suttlers, and other Attendants of an 
Army, which are generally the forunners 
of a Retreat. As ſoon as they have ſeized 
any of their Waggons or Mules, the firſt 
Detachment will paſs them forward to 
the Second, and fo on till they have 
reached the Infantry. You may ſafely 
employ yourſelf in this manner during 
one quarter of an Hour, in which time 
the Alarm will probably have reached 
the Army: it will then be prudent to 
retire, 


CHAP. 
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C'H AF XI 
Of RETREATIN G. 


BY the Word RETREAT we mean, in 
general, every retrogade Motion of 
an Army, or Body of Troops. That 
which is made in Sight of a ſuperior 
Enemy, will be the Subject of this Chap- 
ter: it is juſtly eſteem'd the ne plus ultra 
of the Art military. As it is neceffarily 
attended with infinite Danger and Diffi- 
culty, there is no manzuvre that will fo 
infallibly indicate the Courage and Ability 
of the commanding Officer. All Hiſto- 
rians are agreed in this Point: their Pane- 
gyric 1s never more profufely laviſh'd, 
than on thoſe Heroes of Antiquity who 
have rendered themſelves famous by 
brilliant Retreats. | 


As the Subje& is important, it is alfo 


extreamly difficult to inveſtigate with ade- 
quate Perſpicuity, on account of its in- 
K 2 finite 
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i finite variety of Circumſtances, each of 
which would require a ſeparate Detail, 
The Brevity of my Plan will permit me 


only to take notice of the moſt eſſential: 
I ſhall nevertheleſs endeavour to explain 


myſelf in ſuch a manner, that my gene- 
ral Directions may, with facility, be ap- 

plied to moſt particular Caſes that will 
happen. 


Tux Succeſs of a Retreat depends prin- 
cipally on a perfect Knowledge of the 
Country through which you have to 

march, and a proper Diſpoſition of your 
Troops. By the firſt, you are enabled to 
apply every Advantage of Ground or 
Situation; and by the ſecond, to ſuſtain 
the Shock of an impetuous Enemy: both 
deſerve the greateſt Attention. 


| Every Officer who is intruſted with 
the Command of a Detachment, ſhould 
carefully reconnoitre every Step he takes ; 
obſerve, with the utmoſt Attention, every 
paſſible Road, Wan from one Place to 
another; 
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another; every Wood, Thicket, Ditch, 
or Hollow, proper for an Ambuſcade of 
Horſe or Foot; the Courſes of Rivers, 
Bridges, Fords, Villages; and, in ſhort, 
every Particular that may ſerve to make 
him perfectly acquainted with the Dangers 
and Advantages which he leaves behind. 
It will be very eaſy to acquire a com- 
petent Knowledge of theſe Matters by the 
Method preſcribed in the tenth Chapter 
of this Work, for obtaining a Plan of a 
Country without having been upon the 
Spot. By the help of ſuch a Plan, he 
will be able to regulate his Retreat with 
great eaſe, and to uſe every poſſible Means, 
as well for the ſecurity of his Troops, as 
to ſurpriſe the Enemy. 


Tux Arrangement or Diſpoſition of your 
Troops will entirely depend on the Num- 
ber and Quality both of your own and 
thoſe of the Enemy : for it will vary ac- 
cordingly as they happen to conſiſt of 
Cavalry or Infantry, are compact or diſ- 

K 3 united; 
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united; we ſhall deſcend to the Particulars 
of each. 


A $AFE Retreat, after an unſucceſsful 
Battle, is a thing abſolutely impracticable, 
if it was not concerted before the Engage- 
ment, and that you are obliged to fly 
through Roads unknown. If indeed you 
have the good fortune to be ſheltered by 
the Night or a thick Fog, you may then 
eſcape without much Difficulty, as they 
will not dare to purſue you far for fear 
of being ſurpriſed : I ſhall therefore con- 
fine myſelf to a Retreat in the Face of 
an Enemy in the Day-time. 


FissT, it is requiſite that you thould 
be in no doubt as to the Enemy's Force ; 
for it would be highly ſhameful to be fo 
far the Dupe of a falſe Alarm as to re- 
treat before an inferior Body of Troops : 
you muſt therefore be canvinced of their 


Superiority, and be very certain whether 
they be Horſe or Foot. 


Ip 
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Ix you are purſued by a ſtrong Detach- 
ment of Cavalry, in conjunction with a 
Party of Infantry more numerous than 
your own, you muſt endeavour to render 
thoſe of the Enemy uſeleſs. With this 
Intent your Foot muſt take poſſeſſion of 
the firſt Paſs, where they will flank the 
Road in ſuch a manner as to ſupport 
your Cavalry, as I have directed in the 
Chapter on Ambuſcades. 


To conceal the Departure of your 
Foot, you will order your Cavalry to ad- 
vance as if with an intention to attack 
the Enemy A. Plan VII. You will then 
form them into two Diviſions B. C. each 
making two Lines, the ſecond double the 
firſt, and diſpoſed as in the Plan. 

Tux Diviſion C. will retreat firſt to the 
Diſtance of about Two hundred Paces, 
where it will face about, and ſeparate into 
two Wings, leaving an Interval for the 
Diviſion B. to paſs between; which Di- 
viſion muſt be covered by a rear Guard, 

K 4 who 
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who are to march fifty Paces in the Rear 
in ſmall Squadrons ; they are to endeavour 
to retard the Enemy by frequently firing 
upon them, till they have joined the 
Diviſion C, . This Diviſton muſt alſo 
immediately detach the ſame kind of 
rear Guard to amuſe the Enemy till the 
Diviſion B. has had time to gain its 
diſtance of Two hundred Paces in the 
Rear, and has likewiſe formed into two 
Wings, with an Interval in the Centre. 
for the Diviſion C. to paſs in its turn. 
You will continue retreating in this Man- 
ner till you have drawn the Enemy into 
the Ambuſcade of your Infantry. When 
you are purſued by Cavalry only, your 
Foot, which are marked with the dotted 
Rectangles in the Plan, are to retire at 
the ſame time with the reſt; unleſs from 
the nature of the Country, you have 
Reaſon to fear that your Retreat will be 
cut off: in that caſe, you will inſtantly 
detach half of the Infantry to form an 
Ambuſcade in the Place above-mentioned. 
The Remainder are to draw up in the 


Center 
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Center of the ſecond Line of each Divi- 
ſion. If the Enemy ſhould approach too 
near the firſt, it muſt be ordered to rein 
back, and dividing in the Center, form 
upon the Flanks of the ſecond. Thus 
the Enemy will be expoſed to the Platoon 
Fire of your Infantry. At the ſame time 
you may detach ſmall Parties of your 
Dragoons to increaſe their Confuſion. 
The Diviſion which retreats will take 
more or leſs Ground in the Rear in pro- 
portion as you are hard preſſed, or other- 
wiſe. That which covers the Retreat 
will paſs through the Interval in the ſame 
manner, continuing this alternate ma- 


næuvre till the Enemy ſhall deſiſt from 
their Purſuit. 


To accelerate the Retreat of Infantry, 
ſome Writers adviſe us to tranſport them 
on Waggons ; but when the Enemy is at 
our Heels, it would be making a bad uſe of 
our Time, to employ it in looking out 
for Waggons and putting the Horſes to 
them. Theſe Moments are too precious 


to 
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to be trifled away. Beſides, it is more 
than probable, that ſome of theſe Vehicles, 
as they muſt be collected in a hurry and 
without examination, are not in proper 
travelling Order; in conſequence of which, 
ſome of them muſt ſoon break down, 
and thus entirely ſtop the Remainder of 
the file of Waggons, and alſo all the Ca- 
valry in the Rear if it happens in a nar- 
row Road. Theſe Conſiderations, I 
ſhould imagine ſufficient to deter any one 
from endeavouring to accelerate their Re- 
treat by means which, in fact, will more 
probably retard it. 


Tur caſe indeed were different, if you 
knew the Enemy to be yet at a conſi- 
derable Diſtance: you would then have 
time enough when a Waggon broke 
down, to. lift it out of the Road. and to 
mount the Men that were on it, upon 
the Horſes, two upon each, or to diſtri- 
bute them on the other Waggons. If 
ſeveral ſhould fail, the Men are to make 
the beſt of their way on foot till they are 
| tired, 
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tired, and then to be relieved by an equal 
Number from the remaining Carriages. 
By thus relieving each other alternately, 
vou may poſſibly be able, notwithſtand- 
ing your Diſaſter, to ſecure your whole 

Party. - Y 


Ir you happen to have a Wood in 
your Rear, it were dangerous to enter it, 
in caſe you are cloſely purſued, eſpecially 
if the Enemy knows your Strength. You 
had better ſkirt the Wood, as by the 
dotted Rout G Plan VII. left you ſhould 
be intercepted on the oppoſite Side. But 
if you are inevitably forced to paſs through, 
the Diviſion C muſt march firſt, and as ſoon 
as they have gained the other Side, wheel 
outward and form into Wings fronting 
the Flanks of the Wood. The Divifion 
B. will remain at the Entrance till the 
Diviſion C. are ſufficiently advanced. 
Then the Cavalry B. are to purſue their 
Retreat, covered by the Infantry till they 
have cleared the Wood, when your Troops 
will again reſume their former Diſpoſition. 


IN 
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In paſſing any Defile or Bridge, you 
will repeat the ſame manæuvre, with this 
difference only, that your firſt Diviſion 
having paſſed, will front the Enemy, and 


the Infantry are to range themſelves along 
each ſide of the River. 


Ir you are to retreat through a moun- 
tainous Country, the firſt Diviſion are to 


guard the Heights as they go along till 
the Whole have paſſed. 


A Bopy of Cavalry, without Foot, 
ſhould retreat in three Lines, Two hun- 
dred Paces diſtant from each other. The 
two laſt would do well to extend their 
Front that they may appear more nume- 
rous. They muſt form on each tide of the 
Road, facing the Enemy. When the 
firſt Line is attacked the Second muſt ſup- 
port it, and the Third muſt wait till the 


Firſt retreats, when it is likewiſe to ſuſtain 


the Second, and ſo on alternately. 


Ir 
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Ir the Enemy ſhould deſiſt from their 
Purſuit, you will then reſume your uſual 
order of March, taking Care however ta 
keep a ſtrong rear Guard. Your ad- 
vanced Guard may be in Proportion 


weaker. 


| ſuch as is. generally ſent out to reconnoitre 
the Enemy, to bring Intelligence of their 


March, or to carry off ſome Officer of 
Diſtinction, as it is not ſufficiently nume- 
rous to retreat in the regular manner above 
directed; ſuch a Detachment, I ſay, has 
no means of Safety but in Flight, or a 
Reſolution to pierce through the Ranks 
of the Enemy, The latter is its only 
Reſource when it happens to be unfor- 
tunately ſurrounded on every Side; but 
the former is attended with leſs Danger, 
if it can poſſibly be effected. 


Fidelity of his Troops, on finding himſelf 
ready to fall into the Hands of his Enemy, 


there 


A SMALL Detachment of Cavalry, 


Ir an Officer is well Aired 2 the 
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there is yet one method of Eſcape, which 
he may attempt, and which I have known 
to ſucceed. He will range his Men two 
and two together, with W to make 
for the firſt Opening or Cover they ſhall 
perceive, by different Ways, It is evi- 
dent that two Horſe-men by various 
Turnings and Windings, will ſtand a 
better Chance to get clear than a Body 
of Eighteen or Twenty, whoſe Evolu- 
tions will be much flower and perplexed. 


I MYSELF eſcaped in this manner in 
Taly. The Sani ard. having Intelligence 
that I with my Party had got into the 
Rear of their Army, took ſuch Meaſures 
as to cut off our Retreat. I ordered my 
Troop to diſperſe, taking with me only 
two Huſſars. The Enemy purſued me 
cloſely, and I thought myſelf within a 
Hair's-breath of being taken a thouſand 
Times. Yet I found Means to eſcape 
acroſs a Moraſs, and arrived ſafe at my 
Poſt, where, three Days after, my 
whole Party were affembled without 


I . having 
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having loſt a ſingle Man. This Inſtance 
may be ſufficient to ſhew, that we are 
never to deſpair, be our Situation ever ſo 
ſeemingly Deſperate; and that, in a caſe 
of extream Neceſſity, we are not to be 


terrified at the Paſſage of a River or 
Morals. 


In a forced Retreat, we are excited by 
Prudence to ſacrifice many Conſiderations 
for the ſake of Life and Liberty. We 
are therefore, without Heſitation, to 
part with every thing that may re- 
tard our March: Baggage, Booty, Pri- 
ſoners, &c. muſt be left, that we may 
accompliſh our Retreat with greater Care 
and Safety, 
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